











Harney Street Viaduci

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Finding of No Significant Impact

Introduction

The U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and the Wyoming Department of
Transportation (WYDOT) have evaluated the impacts from
constructing a new viaduct and associated connecting
roadway over the Union Pacific Railroad in the City of
Laramie, Wyoming (Figure 1). The impacts and mitigation
measures are described and documented in an Environ-
mental Assessment (EA) dated September 2012. The EA
was approved on September 12, 2012; a 45-day public
and agency review period began on October 3, 2012
and ended November 17, 2012.

The EA and this Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)
were prepared in compliance with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act (NEPA) and with other applicable laws,
Executive Orders, and related requirements. As required
by NEPA, an environmental analysis was conducted,
potential impacts associated with the preferred alterna-
tive were documented, and mitigation measures were
determined. No significant impacts were identified during

the course of this environmental analysis.

Purpose and Need

The purpose of establishing a new viaduct and associated
roadway over the railroad is to replace the structurally
deficient viaduct currently located at Clark Street with a
structure and associated roadway that would accommo-
date future local and regional transportation systems and
needs in the City of Laramie.

The implementation of the proposed action shall address
four needs:

= To provide a continuous east-west transportation sys-
tem connection that will serve corridor traffic move-
ments through the City of Laramie.

< To provide transportation service, increased capac-
ity, and improved functionality needed for the future
(2032).

= To improve operational efficiency for bridge, road-
way, intersections, and pavement and safety on the
existing transportation system.

= To provide transportation service that is consistent with
local transportation and land use plans.
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Proposed Action

The extent of the overall proposed action begins on
Harney Street between 3rd and 4th streets and extends
to west of the Laramie River Bridge where it would transi-
tion into the existing 5-lane roadway. The viaduct structure
for the proposed action (Figure 2) will be skewed to the
northwest creating an elevated roadway that will reach
ground level west of 3rd Street, north of the West Side
Neighborhood near Pine Street. West of Cedar Street, the
new roadway alignment will extend to the Rocky Moun-
tain Forest Products facility, then along the east side of
the Laramie Cold Storage facility directly south, and end
as it joins with the existing alignment of SH 230 west of the

Laramie River Bridge.

Access to the West Side Neighborhood streets will be
provided at Cedar Street north of the neighborhood, at

Flint Street west of the neighborhood and at Clark Street.
The SH 230 and Cedar Street intersection will be signalized
and accommodate all traffic movements. The Clark Street
intersection with SH 230 will be a non-signalized “T” inter-
section because Clark Street will not be extended west of
the intersection.

Harney Street Viaduct (Bridge)

The proposed action includes a viaduct structure crossing
the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) tracks and a roadway,
as a State Highway, extending from an improved intersec-
tion with 3rd Street and joining the existing alignment of SH
230 west of the Laramie River bridge. The viaduct struc-
ture includes two 12-foot westbound lanes, two 12-foot
eastbound lanes, two 6-foot shoulders, a 10-foot bicycle/
pedestrian pathway on one side, and a 5-foot pedestrian
sidewalk on the other side. The bicycle/pedestrian path-

Figure 1: Project Vicinity
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way and the sidewalk will be separated from the travel
lanes by a metal bridge rail. Elevated roadways gradually
sloping to ground level will extend east and west from the
viaduct structure. A retaining wall will be required along
the south side of the east approach to the viaduct.

Clark Street Viaduct (Bridge)

The existing Clark Street viaduct will be demolished. Re-
placement, rather than rehabilitation, is required because
of the viaduct's age, condition, reduced load rating, and
narrow bridge roadway width.

Laramie River Bridge

The Laramie River Bridge structure is in good condition
and can be widened and rehabilitated to provide four
12-foot travel lanes and two 6-foot shoulders. The feasi-
bility of a 10-foot pathway on the structure will be deter-
mined during the desgin process.

Roadway East and West of New Viaduct

Approaches extending east and west from the viaduct
structure include two 12-foot westbound lanes, two 12-
foot eastbound lanes, one 12-foot center turn lane, two
6-foot shoulders, a 10-foot bicycle/pedestrian pathway on
one side, and a 5-foot pedestrian sidewalk on the other
side. The bicycle/pedestrian pathway and the sidewalk
will be separated from the travel lanes by a curb and gut-
ter.

Once at ground level, the roadway will have two 12-
foot westbound lanes, two 12-foot eastbound lanes, one
12-foot center turn lane, two 6-foot shoulders, a 10-foot
bicycle/pedestrian pathway on one side, and a 5-foot
sidewalk (pedestrian) on the other side. However, the
bicycle/pedestrian pathway and the sidewalk will be
separated from the travel lanes by a vegetated median
of varying width.

Figure 2: Preferred Aliernative
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Clark Street

The elevated portion of Clark Street east and west of the
UPRR will be reconstructed at grade to City of Laramie
standards and will provide access to existing adjacent
commercial and residential properties. The reconstructed
Clark Street would match existing Clark Street at both the
east and west ends of the existing Clark Street viaduct,
but would not cross the UPRR. Clark Street would be desig-
nated as a local street.

Intersections
3rd Street and Harney Street

The proposed action would upgrade the intersection at
3rd Street and Harney Street to serve design year traffic
volumes and turning movements in all four directions of

travel.

SH 230 and Cedar Street

The proposed action would establish a signalized inter-
section at SH 230 (five-lane) and Cedar Street (two-lane)
to accommodate approaching north and south Cedar
Street traffic onto the relatively high-volume SH 230. The
intersection would also provide a north-south connection
west of the railroad tracks. This design would accommo-
date the anticipated volumes for 2032.

Clark Street and Cedar Street

The signal currently located at the intersection of Clark
Street and Cedar Street would be removed.

Pavement

A new pavement structure would be constructed using a

20-year minimum design life.

Figure 3: Typical Sections the Preierred Alternative
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Summary of Impacts and Mitigation

The EA analyzed impacts of the Proposed Action and No
Action in detail, and identified no significant adverse im-
pacts to the environment resulting from the proposed ac-
tion. Based on the detailed environmental impact analysis
of the proposed action and the public and agency input
received as a part of the EA process, it was determined
that the proposed action provides the best alignment
with the fewest overall impacts to the natural, cultural,
and social environments, thereby best serving the greater
public good.

The proposed action has a number of permanent trans-
portation benefits. It provides a continuous east-west
transportation system connection; it provides service,
increased capacity, and improved functionality for future
transportation needs; it improves operational efficiency

for bridge, roadway, intersections, and pavement and
safety; and it provides service consistent with local trans-
portation and land use plans.

Some minor to moderate adverse impact would result
from the proposed action, and mitigation measures have
been developed to further minimize effects. The proposed
action would result in an adverse effect to one historic
property (the Laramie, Hahn’s Peak & Pacific Railroad).
The adverse effect entails removal of 100 feet of the main-
line and about 400 feet of the southwest arm of the wye.
This is considered an adverse effect because of the loss

of integrity of design, material, and workmanship and the
feeling an association within the area of potential effects.
Table 1 provides a detailed list of mitigation commitments
that will be implemented to minimize impacts identified as
part of the proposed action.

Table 1: Summary of Impacts and Mitigation

Land Use and

= 19 acres of land converted to transportation use

= For any person(s) whose real property interests will be
impacted by this project, the acquisition of those property
interests will comply fully with the Uniform Relocation As-
sistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970,
as amended (Uniform Act).

Zoning = Entirely consistent with existing zoning land use
= Entirely consistent with future land use plans by
preserving the viability of the West Side Neighbor-
hood and keeping it less susceptible to decline.
Social = No change in population or housing.

Resources &

Environmental
Street.

Justice

= Would result in improved access for residents of
the West Side Neighborhood and the rest of the

City of Laramie.

= Community cohesion would be enhanced by
the removal of high volumes of traffic from Clark

= No mitigation required

= Improved bicycle and pedestrian connectivity for

residents of the West Side Neighborhood.

= Noise impacts would occur in area of environ-

mental justice concern.

= Would not result in a disproportionately high and

adverse impact on any minority or low-income

population.
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Traffic and = Distance of travel between 3rd Street and the = No mitigation required
merge with the Snowy Range Road - 1.00 mile;
travel time of 1 minute 51 seconds.

Transportation

« Would support forecasted 2032 traffic volumes.

= Compatible with state and local government
transportation plans and goals.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT December 2012




Finding of No Significant Impact

Air Quality

Noise

Water
Quality and
Floodplains

Wetlands

Threatened
and
Endangered
Species

= Albany County is in attainment for all criteria
pollutant National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) and, therefore, air quality analyses are
not required.

= 2032 CO2 emissions resulting from average an-
nual daily traffic (AADT) on the facility is estimat-
ed to be approximately 13 tons per day.

= Approximately 4 noise-sensitive receptors would
be impacted.

= During construction, water would be withdrawn
from the Laramie River for use in dust abatement
and grading.

= Net increase of 9.88 acres of impervious surface
which would result in increased stormwater
discharge, which may contain sediment and/or
pollutants, to receiving waters.

= Short-term impacts could include increases in
sediment levels into the Laramie River during
construction.

= Approximately 8.85 acres of encroachment into
the 100-year floodplain.

= Requires an extension of the existing culvert at
the west end of Harney Street, which would result
in temporary impacts to this drainage through
increased turbidity and sedimentation.

= Minor impacts (approximately 0.3 acre) to the
wetlands adjacent to the Laramie River as a
result of widening the Laramie River Bridge and
drainage ditch connected to Harney Street.

= 4 acres of Preble's meadow jumping mouse
(PMJM) potential habitat.

= No mitigation required

= At this time, the modeled noise barriers meet the feasible
criteria but do not meet the reasonable criteria. Noise
abatement must be both feasible and reasonable; there-
fore, barriers are not recommended for this project.

The Clark Street viaduct would be removed as a result of
the new Harney Street viaduct. As a result, traffic volumes
along Clark Street would be lower, which will reduce future
noise levels in this area. In addition, the proposed action
would be built on fill (berm), except for the bridge over the
railroad which would be on-structure. Therefore, it is an-
ticipated that the alignment sections on fill would act as a
berm that would shield the nearby residents from roadway
and freight noise.

If future substantial changes are made to design ele-
ments of the project from what has been analyzed for this
project, the noise analysis will need to be re-assessed to
evaluate the impact of those changes.

Construction, operational and maintenance best man-
agement practices (BMP) will include both nonstructural
and structural erosion control measures, as needed, along
the project corridor right-of-way, including stream cross-
ings. These mitigation measures will be detailed in final
design. These will address stormwater retention, detention,
or filtration facilities to reduce water quality impacts to
receiving waters and meet local and U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) requirements for reducing the
discharge of pollutants into waters of the U.S.

If necessary, mitigation of impacts to the wetlands and
waters of the U.S. are expected to consist of on-site mitiga-
tion or be incorporated into the McCue Street Mitigation
Area located north of the Wyoming Territorial Prison, adja-
cent to and influenced by the Laramie River.

= Pre-construction habitat assessments for PMJM will be
conducted where appropriate.

= Mitigation, if necessary, will be developed through consul-
tation with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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= Would introduce a new structure, shading ad-
jacent areas, and obstructing views along the
railroad corridor.

Visual
Quality

= Removal of the existing viaduct would improve
views for residences near the existing structure.

= Travelers on the new viaduct would experience a
visual environment different from the old facility;
however, the visual characteristics of those views
would remain generally unchanged including
foreground and middleground views of commer-
cial, residential, industrial and open and natural
lands and background views of rolling open
plains and mountains.

= Travelers on the new roadway west of the via-
duct would pass through predominantly open
and industrial settings north and west of the exist-
ing residential neighborhood.

= Fewest number of houses would be next to a new
viaduct, with visual impacts of the viaduct.

= Potential West Side Neighborhood Historic District
currently under review for eligibility would not
likely be adversely affected.

Cultural
Resources

= Direct impacts to 400 linear feet of Site 48AB619
(the Laramie, Hahn’s Peak & Pacific Railroad)
would result in an adverse effect.

= Low risk of encountering contaminated materials
at two identified Recognized Environmental Con-
dition (REC) and at one moderate risk REC.

Hazardous
Materials

Walll colors and textures will be chosen to fit into the land-
scape visually and aesthetically by complementing the
surrounding area to reduce visual impact to the commu-
nity.

Disturbed areas will be revegetated consistent with adja-
cent landscape features. Native and indigenous species
will be used for revegetation.

Where feasible, slope modifications will be completed in a
manner that maintains or accentuates foreground views.
Techniques could include creating pockets for native
vegetation, using undulating finished grades, and applying
erosion control measures.

New structures will be designed to WYDOT standards with
input from City of Laramie on aesthetics, including pedes-
trian fence, color, and textures.

Mitigation measures will include large format photography
for the wye complex from the UPRR to the Laramie River
Bridge and south of the Snowy Range Road (SH 230); fund-
ing for a diorama of the wye complex to be displayed at
the Laramie Railroad Depot Museum, development of a
portable museum exhibit, development of a railroad walk-
ing tour, funding for oral histories of railroad workers, and
development of a public exhibit focused on those oral
histories. A Memorandum of Agreement for this mitigation
was signed on October 25, 2012, by FHWA, WYDOT, Lara-
mie Railroad Depot Association, Wyoming State Historic
Preservation Office, Advisory Council on Historic Preserva-
tion, Albany County Historic Preservation Board, Alliance
for Historic Wyoming, City of Laramie, Tracks Across Wyo-
ming, and Westside League of Neighbors.

Further investigation will be conducted at REC Sites where
partial acquisitions of property or deep excavations are
planned, which could include performance of a Phase |
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) and/or Phase Il ESA.
Due to known contamination in the area of the Harney
Street viaduct for the proposed action, a Phase Il ESA is
recommended to determine the extent of contamina-
tion. Remedial activities will be required if the property

is acquired for improvements. Further investigation is

also recommended for RECs in areas where subsurface
excavation is planned, even if no acquisition of property is
planned. Construction personnel will be trained to recog-
nize signs of possible contamination in soil, such as odors
and staining.

Wyoming regulations require a formal asbestos inspec-
tion and abatement, if necessary, for any buildings or
structures that would be demolished. The likely presence
of lead-based paint should be factored into any plans for
demolition and subsequent disposal.

8 FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
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Parks and = Would not impact any existing park facilities.

Recreation

= No mitigation required.

= Would be compatible with future trails plans that

include a bicycle/pedestrian connection on the

new Harney Street viaduct.

= Would potentially require acquisition of a small

portion of the proposed park located at the Brit-

ish Petroleum/Amoco Refinery.

Updates and Clarifications to the EA
This section describes updates and clarifications that
occurred and have been identified since the EA was re-

leased for public and agency review and comment.

Updates

Economic Resources

Section 3.6 of the EA describes how all build alterna-
tives would eliminate the at-grade crossing that currently
provides access for the Laramie Cold Storage and the
Rocky Mountain Forest Products businesses. The Wyo-
ming-Colorado Railroad Inc. administratively abandoned
the spurs that provide access to these businesses several
years ago, while leaving the track in place. In Septem-
ber 2012 the Wyoming-Colorado Railroad Inc. submitted
petitions to the Wyoming Department of Transportation
for the permanent closure of two public rail grade cross-
ings on Cedar Street and Pine Street. Subsequently the
tracks crossing Cedar Street and Pine Street have been
removed. Removal of these tracks now precludes the use
of the rail spurs.

Section 106

Section 3.14 of the EA describes how the Harney Street
Viaduct project complied with Section 106 of the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act process. The final step in
the Section 106 process - resolving adverse effects — was
completed after the EA was distributed for review and
comment. A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for
mitigation of adverse effect for the proposed action was
finalized and was sighed by the signatories on October 31,

2012, and is included as Attachment A of this document.
The mitigation stipulations have been included in Table 1,
and WYDOT has committed to completing the mitigation
stipulation outlined in the agreement within 10 years of
the date of execution of the MOA. Agreement on mitiga-
tion resolves adverse effect to the Laramie, Hahn’s Peak
& Pacific Railroad historic property and also completes
the Section 4(f) commitment to include all measures to
minimize harm in the proposed action.

Clarifications

The following are clarifications to the EA.

On page 2-8 in the section “Components Common to All
Build Alternatives”, the EA incorrectly stated the eastern
terminus of SH 230 would be at 3rd Street and Harney
Street. The correct wording is ...”Also, for all the build
alternatives, the extent of the overall proposed action
begins on Harney Street between 3rd and 4th streets and
extends to west of the Laramie River Bridge where it would
transition into the existing 5-lane roadway.”

On page 2-9, in the section “Laramie River Bridge”, the
EA describes widening of the Laramie River Bridge would
provide for a 10-foot sidewalk on one side of the widened
structure. To clarify, the Laramie River Bridge structure is in
good condition and can be widened and rehabilitated
to meet the needs of the proposed action. The widened
structure will provide four 12-foot travel lanes and two
6-foot shoulders. The feasibility of a 10-foot pathway on
the structure will be determined during the design pro-

cess.

December 2012
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On page 2-9 in the section “Intersections”, “SH 230 and
Cedar Street”, the EA incorrectly stated the proposed
action would establish a signalized two-lane intersection
at SH 230 and Cedar Street to accommodate approach-
ing north and south Cedar Street traffic onto the relatively
high-volume SH 230. The correct wording is ...” the pro-
posed action would establish a signalized intersection at
SH 230 (five-lane) and Cedar Street (two-lane) to accom-
modate approaching north and south Cedar Street traffic
onto the relatively high-volume SH 230.” Also, the signal
currently located at the intersection of Clark Street and
Cedar Street would be removed.

On page 3-53, Table 3-20, Summary of EDR Listed and
Orphan Sites, Map ID#4 (first row) status indicates this
site is enrolled in VRP and cleanup is ongoing. However,
the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality has
clarified the status of this site indicating that as of Novem-
ber 13, 2012, the UPRR site located at 103 University (and
Railroad Street) is in the VRP and no remedy (cleanup)
has been implemented.

On page 3-54, Table 3-21, Summary of EDR Orphaned
Sites (from WDEQ), first row (EPA Cleanup - Yttrium Pro-
cessing Plant), the status of the site incorrectly stated the
remediation activities have been completed. The correct
statement is “The EPA removed stored Yttrium ore and
radioactive waste from the Yttrium Processing Plant site

in the 1980’s. However, additional environmental con-
cerns such as localized areas of elevated metals in soil
and groundwater, trace asbestos in soils, and low levels
of widely-dispersed areas of Polyaromatic hydrocarbons
(PAHES) still exist at the site. Cleanup of the site is currently
ongoing through the VRP with Laramie River Conservation
District as the Volunteer.”

On page 3-55, under Orphan Site- British Petroleum/
Amoco Refinery, it states that the British Petroleum/Amoco
Company agreed to install monitoring wells to determine
the extent of contamination and worked closely with the
State of Wyoming and Federal agencies to cleanup the
site.” However, the Wyoming Department of Environmen-
tal Quality, as of November 13, 2012, indicates that further
investigation at the site may be necessary.

On page 3-63, Table 3-24 Summary of Impacts, the first
bullet under the impacts to cultural resources for Alter-
native 1D incorrectly stated the “Potential West Side
Neighborhood Historic District currently under review for
eligibility would likely be adversely affected.” The correct
wording is “Potential West Side Neighborhood Historic
District currently under review for eligibility would not likely
be adversely affected.”

Chapter 4 of the EA is incorrectly titled "DRAFT Section 4(f)
Evaluation". The correct title is "Section 4(f) Evaluation”.

Comments

The EA was made available beginning October 3, 2012,
for a 45-day public and agency review that concluded
on November 17, 2012. The availability of the EA for review
was announced via local newspapers and by mailing to
residents of the West Side Neighborhood and surrounding
areas. Comments received and responses to the com-
ments are included as Attachment C.

Notice of Availability

FHWA'’s Determination of Use for

Section 4(f) Property

Based on the analysis and supporting documentation
provided in the Section 4(f) evaluation, included in Chap-

10 FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
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ter 4 of the EA, FHWA has determined that there is no feasible

Harney Street Viaduct
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The Harney Street Viaduct Environmental Assessment
has been completed by the FHWA and WYDOT.

The document in hard copy is available for review at the Albany County Library
in Laramie, Coe Library at the University of Wyoming, and the front desk at the
WYDOT office at 3411 South Third Street (the building where you get your
driver’s license.)

It is also available via pdf link on the Harney Street Viaduct page at:
www.dot.state.wy.us/wydot/site/wydot/lang/en/engineering_technical_programs/e
nvironmental_services/Harney_Street

(The comment period ends on Nov.17)

Mark your calendars! The next public meeting on the
project will be held on Oct. 25 from 5 pm to 7 pm at the
Lincoln Community Center on 365 West Grand Avenue.

For more information please contact:

Timothy L. Stark, P.E.

WYDOT Environmental Services

PO Box 1708

Cheyenne, WYO 82003-1708

Or, email: dot-harney-street@wyo.gov

Lee Potter

Federal Highway Administration
2617 E. Lincoln Way
Cheyenne, WYO 82001-5662

and prudent avoidance alternative to the permanent use of
land from the Laramie, Hahn’s Peak, & Pacific Railroad. The
proposed action causes the least overall harm and includes
all possible planning to minimize harm to this property resulting
from the Proposed Action, as demonstrated by the attached
Memorandum of Agreement.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Index

This attachment contains agency and public comments on the Harney
Street Viaduct Environmental Assessment that were received during
the 45-day comment period (October 3 through November 17, 2012),
including comments received at the public hearing held on Thursday,
October 25, 2012. Agency comments are presented first, followed by
public comments. Responses are provided beside each comment.

Comment # 1: John Emmerich, Deputy Director, Wyoming Game and Fish
Department, 5400 Bishop Boulevard, Cheyenne, WY 82006. Phone (307) 777-4600,
Fax (307) 777-4699. Website: http//Wgfd.WY0.QOV........ccoviiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 1
Comment # 2: Robert F. Stewart, Regional Environmental Officer, United States
Department of the Interior, Office of the Secretary, Office of Environmental Policy and
Compliance, Denver Federal Center, Building 67, Room 118, PO Box 25007 (D-108),
Denver, CO 80225-0007 ........cuiiiiuieiiiiie ittt e ettt ebt it e s st e e s e e s s ebeaessbbe s s sbaessebasesanes 3
Comment # 3: Alan Thompson, P.G., Voluntary Remediation Program, Solid and
Hazardous Waste Division, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, Herschler
Building, 122 West 25" Street, Cheyenne, WY 82002, Phone (307) 777-7752, Fax

(BOT) TTT-5973 ..ottt st r bttt e s b e e et e e e st teebesbe st et et entereate 5
Comment # 4. Ted Van Der Kolk, Jonatkim Enterprises, 627 South Manchester
Avenue, Anaheim, CA 92802, tedv@nNewportequity.CoOM ..........ccoereiererereserieneeieeeeeenne 8

Comment # 5. Deborah Amend, Superintendent, Wyoming State Parks,

Deborah.amend@WYO.QOV ........coiiiiiiiieiiieese ettt st sbeneen
Comment # 6: Anonymous
Comment # 7: Sharon Breitweiser, 819 Harney Street, Laramie, WY, 82072,

(S o LTI ] o =T o T oo o o FOU OSSOSO 13
Comment # 8: Billie K. Gross, 464 N. Cedar Street., Laramie, WY 82072, Phone
(BOT) 7B0-880........ceeueueieriieiieieteeseese sttt te st se st e et e te e saesessesesbesesaesenssbesessesessesesaeseneaserens 15
Comment # 9: Beth Heesen, 361 North Colorado Street, Laramie, WY 82072,
bthaheesen@gmMail.COM ...t e 20
Comment # 10: Vicki Henry, 360 North Hodgeman Street, Laramie, WY 82072,
vickis@uwyo.edu, vickiShenry@gmail.CoOm ..........ccccoiiiiiniiieneie e 21
Comment # 11: Joe Lord, 1007 Curtis Street, Laramie, WY 82072,
JOEIOrd@COWDOYS. UWYO.EUU......cviieiiiiieiiiiicieieste ettt te st sae e 23
Comment # 12: Anthony Medina, 163 West Harney Street, Laramie, WY 82072,
(Court Recorder TraNSCIPL) ......ciiiereeieieesie ettt e e see e e e s resee e nes 24
Comment # 13: Ernest C. Medina, 771 North Hodgeman Street, Laramie, WY 82072,
ErnieMedina7 77 @ mMSN.COM ......oiiiiiiieiieiteeetieeeteeetteesteesaessteesaeestesssbeestaeebeesasesbeesrasereeas 28
Comment # 14: : Mariah Osborne, Osborne Concrete Services, Inc., PO Box 805,
Laramie, WY 82703, osborneconcreteservices@yah00.Com ...........ccccoenereinnnenenns 29

Comment # 15: Amber Rodemaker, 552 North Cedar Street, Laramie, WY 82072,
and Patricia Turner, 557 North Cedar Street, Laramie, WY 82072, (Court Recorder
B I = L Yol ] o SO SRSRUSO PSRRI 30




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment

Response

Comment # 1: John Emmerich, Deputy Director, Wyoming Game and
Fish Department, 5400 Bishop Boulevard, Cheyenne, WY 82006. Phone
(307) 777-4600, Fax (307) 777-4699. Website: http//iwgfd.wyo.gov




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment

Response

Comment # 2: Robert F. Stewart, Regional Environmental Officer, United
States Department of the Interior, Office of the Secretary, Office of
Environmental Policy and Compliance, Denver Federal Center, Building
67, Room 118, PO Box 25007 (D-108), Denver, CO 80225-0007




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment

Response

Comment # 3: Alan Thompson, P.G., Voluntary Remediation Program,
Solid and Hazardous Waste Division, Wyoming Department of
Environmental Quality, Herschler Building, 122 West 25" Street,
Cheyenne, WY 82002, Phone (307) 777-7752, Fax (307) 777-5973




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response

Comment # 4. Ted Van Der Kolk, Jonatkim Enterprises, 627 South
Manchester Avenue, Anaheim, CA 92802, tedv@newportequity.com




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment

Response

Comment #5: Deborah Amend, Superintendent, Wyoming State Parks,

Deborah.amend@wyo.gov

10




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response

11




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment

Response

Comment # 6: Anonymous

12




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment

Response

Comment # 7. Sharon Breitweiser, 819 Harney Street, Laramie, WY,

82072, sbreit@tribesp.com

13




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response

14




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment

Response

Comment # 8: Billie K. Gross, 464 N. Cedar Street., Laramie, WY 82072,

Phone (307) 760-8980

15




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response

16




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response

17




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response

18




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response

19




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment

Response

Comment #9: Beth Heesen, 361 North Colorado Street, Laramie, WY

82072, btbaheesen@gmail.com

20




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment

Response

Comment # 10: Vicki Henry, 360 North Hodgeman Street, Laramie, WY
82072, vickis@uwyo.edu, vickishenry@gmail.com

21




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response

22




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment

Response

Comment # 11: Joe Lord, 1007 Curtis Street, Laramie, WY 82072,

joelord@cowboys.uwyo.edu

23




Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Comments and Responses

Comment Response

Comment # 12: Anthony Medina, 163 West Harney Street, Laramie, WY
82072, (Court Recorder Transcript)

PROCEEDINGS

MR. MEDINA: My name is Anthony Medina.
My address is 163 West Harney. Now, | don't want
to live next to a bridge. Okay, the purposes of
that is they're going to take all my view looking
out east, north, they're going to -- all the
noises and everything is going to affect me.

I ain't going to be able to sleep at
night because -- during the summer because the
10 windows are going to be open and what do | got to
11 listen to? Loud trucks, loud cars, having to
12 smell diesel fuel, having to smell gasoline fumes
13 and all that.
14 | just don't really care to live there,
15 and the noises, the noises, the sirens, everything
16 that's going to affect my living. As for my son,
17 he lives next to a bridge and | asked him why does
18 he stay there. He didn't answer me, but | do not
19 wish to live next to them noises, the noises of
20 car tires, truck tires, diesel engines, gas
21 engines. | don't know. There's so much.
22 I don't really care to live there. |
23 either want to be relocated or move my house. My
24 view of the whole -- my view of looking west and
25 north is going to be totally taken away from me.

O©ooO~NO O WNPE

Car lights and everything going over the
bridge are going to be shining inside of my house
and everything, shining inside the house, and it's
going to be miserable. My bedroom faces towards
the east and I've got a two-story house and | know
it's going to be miserable. | know it is, for a
fact it's going to be miserable. But I would like
them to relocate me or move my house to a
different location.

Okay, my main complaint is listening to
11 the noises and looking at a bridge. 1 do not -- |

Boo~vwourwnr
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do not care to live my life looking at them
structures, so | really do want to be relocated.

Traffic is going to be extremely bad for
being a four-lane, and then the lighting off the
bridge. And before we used to not have to worry
about nothing. Now we have to worry about
everything, traffic, people.

And another thing, the landscaping off
the bridge, eventually there will be all kinds of
weeds and shrubs growing that don't look good at
all.

I would like to hear the results from
this. My address is 163 West Harney. My phone
number is 307-761-2646. 1 would like to hear from

someone before the decision.
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Comment # 15: Amber Rodemaker, 552 North Cedar Street, Laramie, WY
82072, and Patricia Turner, 557 North Cedar Street, Laramie, WY 82072,
(Court Recorder Transcript)
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* * * * *

MS. RODEMAKER: This is Amber Rodemaker
and Patricia Turner. So our concerns are since
they are breaking our hearts and not buying our
houses and allowing us to move out to the country,
we would like to see some sort of beautification
with the project, like enhancements, plants, sound
absorption.

MS. TURNER: Privacy.

MS. RODEMAKER: Privacy, like we were
wondering --

MS. TURNER: Because with it going
behind her house, you know --

MS. RODEMAKER: Yeah, our kids are back
there, and all those houses that are on the west
side of Cedar, all their backyards are going to be
backing up to it.

MS. TURNER: So what's going to be
offered to us is what we're looking for.

MS. RODEMAKER: Like privacy fencing and
sidewalk maintenance or sidewalks in general, or
just like our yards falling off into the earth.

So yes, just a lot of visual
enhancements that the neighborhood they're trying
to preserve currently lacks.

MS. TURNER: Yeah, it isn't that pretty.

MS. RODEMAKER: It's kind of run down.

MS. TURNER: Itis, and it needs some
sort of beautification and --

MS. RODEMAKER: It's just further
industrializing it.

MS. TURNER: And I think that they need
to offer something to the neighborhood, to the
people that are in it, to beautify it.

MS. RODEMAKER: So like individuals you
mean?
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MS. TURNER: Like incentive, to
individual families or homeowners.

MS. RODEMAKER: For curb appeal sort of

thing.

MS. TURNER: Because it does kind of
make it like dreary to have a big road running
behind your house.

MS. RODEMAKER: And it's already kind of

dreary and grody because there's three storage
buildings behind it.

And we were both actually very
concerned, we wanted to make sure also that
traffic on Cedar would be minimized with the
addition of this new road because | didn't want to
-- | didn't want to see any more traffic in front
of us and then having that behind us too, it's
just too much.

You know, like our kids are in our
backyard. They go between our houses all day.
There's no crosswalk on Cedar. | mean there's a
corner but nobody stops, and so -- yeah, just
don't want to see any more traffic because there's

a lot of kids running around.

MS. TURNER: A lot. That's all of my
concerns.

MS. RODEMAKER: | think so.

MS. TURNER: 1 think we're done.

* * * *x
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