
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
A meeting of the Wyoming Department of Transportation (WYDOT) Aeronautics Commission was held 
on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, via videoconference. Chairman Bruce McCormack presided, calling the 
meeting to order at 1:38 p.m. 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chairman McCormack led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

III. ROLL CALL 
The following commission members were present, constituting a quorum.  
Bruce McCormack, Chairman, District 4 Steve Maier, Commissioner, District 5 
Jerry Blann, Vice Chairman, District 2 Sigsbee Duck, Commissioner, District At-large 
Dean McClain, Commissioner, District 1 Randy Harrop, Commissioner, District At-large 
Bill DeVore, Commissioner, District 3 Darin Westby, WYDOT Director, Ex-Officio 

The following WYDOT staff and guests were present and participated in the business meeting. 
Brian Olsen, Aeronautics Administrator Sheri Taylor, Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 

Manager 

Mariah Johnson, Air Service Development 
Manager 

Glenn Januska, Director, Casper/Natrona County 
International Airport 

Melissa Palka, Project Engineer, Engineering and 
Construction Program 

MacKenzie Sewell, Assistant Attorney General 

A.J. Schutzman, Planning & Programming 
Manager 

Kimberly Chapman, Commission Secretary 

Susan Elliott assisted with virtual meeting management. 

IV. AGENDA ADJUSTMENTS  
There were no adjustments to the agenda. 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Commissioner Maier, seconded by Vice Chairman Blann, and unanimously carried to 
approve minutes from the February 14, 2024, business meeting and the February 13, 2024 education 
session.  

VI. UPDATES/DISCUSSIONS 

A. CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE  
Chairman McCormack had no pressing business to present to the commission. 
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B. DIRECTOR’S UPDATE 
Director Westby presented the Director’s Update. 

Stakeholder Presentations 
Director Westby reported that he recently attended meetings of the Concrete Association of 
Wyoming, the Wyoming Telecommunications Association, and the Association of General 
Contractors to provide a high-level overview of WYDOT and report on the future direction of the 
department under his leadership. He hopes that these presentations inform audiences on the 
department’s future needs while connecting stakeholders to WYDOT’s mission. 

Governor’s Prayer Breakfast 
Director Westby and other members of executive staff attended the Governor’s Prayer Breakfast 
on February 21, 2024. The keynote speaker was (retired) Major Scott Smiley—the first blind 
active-duty service member—and the main theme of his address was to live every day with 
courage. The director found it to be a particularly impactful and inspiring message. 

Wyoming 22 Bridge Reconstruction 
Director Westby reported that he has received much feedback on the bridge reconstruction project 
in Teton County and he is working with the local WYDOT office to address community concerns. 
The team is adjusting the traffic signals to improve traffic flow as much as possible, but 
congestion will still occur because of the high volume of traffic.   

Western States Leadership Meeting 
The director shared that he is currently in Sheridan for the Western States Leadership Training. 
WYDOT, and transportation departments from several neighboring states, send selected staff to 
participate in educational workshops and discussions on various leadership topics and 
transportation issues. Each state sends diverse representation from within its agency in order to 
facilitate wide-ranging discussions that lead to innovative and comprehensive solutions. 

Legislative Update 
Director Westby reported that the 2024 Budget Session has been a major focus for the past month. 
The legislative session concluded last Friday and Governor Gordon now has two weeks to take 
action on a number of bills. The director cautioned that, depending on the Governor’s veto or 
signature, the status of certain bills could change drastically. 

During the session, WYDOT followed 44 bills in the House and actively tracked the progress of 
19 bills, providing support and testimony where necessary. Six of those bills resulted in enrolled 
acts and three are high priority bills for the department. House Enrolled Act (HEA) 0013 will 
allow drivers who are 18 years old to receive a hazardous materials endorsement for a commercial 
driver’s license. HEA 0032 amends the deadline for providing fuel tax return and license 
information when it is requested by the department of transportation. HEA 0041 requires the 
calculation of employee and employer contributions for the public employee retirement plan to 
be based on an actuarially determined contribution rate.  

WYDOT monitored 18 bills in the Senate and actively tracked 10 bills, which resulted in five 
enrolled acts. Senate Enrolled Act (SEA) 0014 increases employee contributions under the 
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Wyoming State Highway Patrol, Game and Fish Warden and Criminal Investigator Retirement 
Act. SEA 0035 creates a penalty—a $1,000 fine—for violating signs and markers for closures to 
light and high profile vehicles and other weight-based closures.  

The general government appropriations bill had 64 amendments: 36 in the House and 28 in the 
Senate. The department actively tracked 25 of the amendments. Employee compensation 
increases were included in the final bill. Another budget amendment will provide the governor 
with flexibility in spending American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds on eligible projects. An 
amendment that would have required WYDOT to undergo an organizational effectiveness study 
failed.  

Interim Topics 
At the end of the session, the department had the opportunity to submit interim topics for 
committee consideration. Director Westby shared that while WYDOT was mentioned frequently 
and positively during the session, there is still a need to improve legislator perception of the 
agency and increase understanding of agency operations. The department has requested to provide 
education sessions to the Joint Transportation, Highways, and Military Affairs Committee, the 
Joint Appropriations Committee, and the Joint Revenue Committee. The session would include 
information on WYDOT’s mission and impact, the history of department funding, and future 
needs.  

The second priority for the interim is safety, education, and improvements for motorists. Safety 
initiatives include distracted driving, seatbelt laws, car seats for babies and children, and fines for 
speed limit violations. The goal for new legislation would be to change motorist behavior to 
improve safety and save lives on Wyoming roads and highways. 

Finally, the department requested a general review and update of old, outdated transportation 
statutes.  

In response to comments from Vice Chairman Blann on Wyoming 22 traffic congestion, Director 
Westby stated that WYDOT remains committed to improving the situation and is actively 
working on solutions and mitigations. Crews are working on patching potholes on the bridge, but 
that does add to traffic delays. The team is also working to refine the timing on the traffic signals 
to alleviate congestion.  

In response to a comment from Commissioner DeVore on large sand particles on Interstate 25, 
Director Westby will work with Operations to learn more about how the salt/sand mixture is 
applied to roadways. Following a question from Chairman McCormack, Director Westby 
reported that WYDOT received support from a broad range of legislators during the session.  
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C. ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE 
Administrator Olsen presented the Administrator’s Update.  

Federal Updates 

Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Appropriations 
On March 8, 2024, Congress passed six appropriations bills and secured the FY 2024 
transportation appropriations. Administrator Olsen reported that the appropriations relating to the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) are a continuation of past funding levels. While total 
Airport Improvement Program (AIP) funding remains flat at $3.35 billion, the bill includes $530 
million of supplemental discretionary funding—of which $480 million is earmarked for specific 
projects. Administrator Olsen said that remaining $50 million will be allocated based on 
competitive grants, but he does not expect Wyoming will receive much, if any, of the funding. 

Jackson Hole Airport did receive $3 million for its deicing pad from an earmark submitted by 
Representative Hageman.  

The bill also provides funding for 1,800 new air traffic controllers in FY 2024. The air traffic 
controller shortage severely affects the East Coast, but effects do trickle out to the western half 
of the US.  

Administrator Olsen shared that, overall, the bill provides a solid funding package for aviation. 
The bill also included generous funding for FAA facilities and equipment to update the airspace 
system.  

FY 2025 Appropriations 
On March 11, 2024, the Biden Administration released its proposed FY 2025 budget to Congress, 
just days following the passage of the FY 2024 appropriations. The proposed budget includes 
funding for an additional 2,000 air traffic controllers to assist the FAA in managing the airspace 
system.  

FAA Reauthorization 
Congress extended the current authorization to May 10, 2024, to provide more time to complete 
the five-year bill. The House and Senate are still reconciling the two versions of the bill. From 
Administrator Olsen considers the House bill to be more helpful and beneficial to small and 
General Aviation airports, while the Senate bill is more helpful to commercial service airports. 
Administrator Olsen remains hopeful that Congress will pass a reauthorization bill that is helpful 
to all airports.  

Per- and Polyfluorinated Substances (PFAS) - free Firefighting Foam Transition  
The FAA recently shared the Department of Defense’s (DOD) requirements and guidelines on 
transitioning to PFAS-free firefighting foam. The agency’s intention was to provide airports with 
a reference point and general guidance—the DOD requirements are not mandatory. The DOD 
requirements prescribe a single water rinse of the fire fighting and extinguishing systems on fire 
trucks, which will remove most of the PFAS. 
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State Updates 

National Championship Air Races 
On February 29, the Reno Air Racing Association announced three finalists for the new National 
Championship Air Races host community. Casper is one of the three finalists along with Pueblo, 
Colorado, and Roswell, New Mexico. The division will do all it can to support Casper’s bid. A 
final decision is expected later this spring. 

2024 Budget Session 
Administrator Olsen reported that aviation was not a significant topic within the legislative 
session. However, the state set aside $2.5 million from the Tourism Reserve Account to provide 
a match for the Casper Airport in the event that they are selected as the new host city for the air 
races.  

Washington D.C. Trip 
Administrator Olsen traveled to Washington D.C. with the Wyoming Airport Coalition’s 
Legislative Affairs Committee to meet with Wyoming’s congressional delegation. The group 
met with Senator Barrasso and Representative Hageman to discuss Wyoming’s priorities for 
FAA Reauthorization, the challenges to air service and aviation in Wyoming, and suggested 
potential federal legislation or regulatory action.  

Airport News 
Administrator Olsen announced that Tim Bradshaw, director of the Cheyenne Regional Airport, 
is retiring on July 1, 2024. The Cheyenne airport will begin a search for a new director soon. 

D. AIR SERVICE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM UPDATE 
Ms. Johnson presented the Air Service Development Program Update.  

General Matters 

February Traffic  
Ms. Johnson reported that February load factors were lower than the totals from the last two 
months of 2023, which is typical for winter. Gillette and Cheyenne experienced robust load 
factors in February—81 and 74 percent respectively.  

Future Bookings  
Ms. Johnson reported that March bookings are trending upward from the seasonal dip that 
occurred during the first two months of 2024. April and May bookings indicate that demand 
will be strong in spring and summer.   

Industry Updates  
Ms. Johnson reported that JetBlue and Spirit Airlines terminated their proposed merger earlier 
this month. JetBlue initially appealed the federal court’s block, but ultimately decided to end the 
appeal as it was not the best use of either company’s resources. Both airlines are now focusing 
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on individual recovery plans. JetBlue and Spirit Airlines were among the worst financial 
performers in 2023, and each company will have to work hard to regain profitability. 

The four largest US airlines—American, United, Delta, and Southwest—have all announced a 
planned slowdown in pilot recruitment as aircraft manufacture delays and engine issues limit 
fleet growth. Industry experts hope that this slowdown will allow regional airlines to recruit 
pilots and begin to recover from the shortage.  

United Airlines recently announced a restructured internal fleet plan to account for delayed 
aircraft deliveries. The airline has 150 Boeing 737 MAX 10 aircraft on order, but the aircraft are 
not certified and will not be available in the next three to four years. United has requested that 
Boeing pause the order and instead focus on 737 MAX 9 aircraft, which are already certified 
and in United’s fleet.  

American Airlines recently announced an order of 260 aircraft including 85 Boeing 737 MAX 
10 and 85 Airbus A321neo aircraft. The airline also ordered 90 Embraer E175 regional jets to 
support its plan to retire all 50-seat regional jets from its fleet by the end of the decade.  

Standard Reports 

Air Service Enhancement Program (ASEP) Budget Forecast Report 
Ms. Johnson reported no changes to the ASEP Budget Forecast Report.  

Capacity Purchase Agreement (CPA) Budget Forecast Report 
Ms. Johnson reported that the CPA Budget Forecast Report was updated to include January and 
February amounts for each airport. 

Percent of Grant Projects by City Report 
Ms. Johnson reported no changes to the Percent of Grant Projects by City Report. 

Monthly Load Factors Report 
Ms. Johnson reported that the Monthly Load Factors Report was updated to include the most 
recent load factor data available for each airport. 

In response to a question from Commissioner DeVore, Ms. Johnson clarified that the Monthly 
Load Factors report contains an additional page with totals by route because the 2023 figures are 
still coming in. One page of the report is the 2024 totals and the second page includes the 2023 
totals received to-date. 

Administrator Olsen explained that the Boeing 737 MAX 10 aircraft manufacturing delays 
prevent United from “upgauging” across the airline’s entire system. This would have made 
smaller aircraft available for other routes and been very beneficial to Wyoming as more markets 
transition to larger aircraft.  
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E. ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM UPDATE 
Mr. Hearn presented the Engineering and Construction Program Update.  

General Matters 

Crack Seal Project Update 
Mr. Hearn reported that the crack seal project is underway. Once the commission approved the 
contract at the February meeting, a Notice to Proceed was issued on March 4 and work began on 
March 11. 

Seal Coat and Mark Project Update 
Mr. Hearn reported that bids for the seal coat and mark project were let on March 14. The bids 
came in well and contain unit prices that compare favorably to last year’s project. The bid results 
will be in next month’s packet. The low bidder was about $540,000—or 26 percent—under the 
engineer’s estimate.  

General Projects Update 
Mr. Hearn reported that the FAA funding delays might result in the late issuance of grants for this 
year’s projects. He cautioned that grants might be issued as late as end-of-May or early-June. It 
is possible that bids will be let this year but construction will be delayed to 2025. The division is 
working with the FAA Denver Airports District Office (ADO) on this issue. 

Standard Reports  

Change Orders Report 
Mr. Hearn reported two new change orders for a Jackson project. 

Statewide Line Items Report 
Mr. Hearn reported five new lines items. 

Bid Summary Report 
Mr. Hearn reported two new bid results.  

F. PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING PROGRAM REPORT 
Administrator Olsen presented the Planning and Programming Program Update. 

General Matters 

Staffing Update 
Administrator Olsen reported that Eric Wyatt, the division’s senior planner, is resigning in April. 
He is leaving the division to pilot A-10s in the Missouri Air Force Reserve. Administrator Olsen 
thanked Mr. Wyatt for his work for the division and wished him well in his new endeavors.  

Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) Loans 
Administrator Olsen reported that the TIFIA loan program—administered through the Build 
America Bureau—considers loans for airport-related projects through the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. The loans offer low interest rates, which do not start to accrue until funds are 
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drawn. Loan repayments are also deferrable up to five years after the project is complete. Loans 
may be made for up to half of a project’s eligible costs and project sponsors must provide the 
remaining funding.  

The division will share this funding opportunity with the airports, but Administrator Olsen stated 
that he is unsure how many airports will take advantage of this program as most avoid debt. 

Standard Reports 

Administrative Approvals Report 
Administrator Olsen reported there were no administrative approvals this period.  

Recovered State Funds Report 
Administrator Olsen reported four recoveries this period totaling $4.20. The total recovered for 
FY2024 is now $79,639.13.   

G. UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS PROGRAM UPDATE  
Ms. Taylor presented the Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Program Update.  

General Matters 

Drone Incident 
Ms. Taylor reported on a drone crash that occurred last month during a standoff with the alleged 
shooter of Sheridan Police Sergeant Nevada Krinkee. In an attempt to locate the suspect during 
the standoff, the Wyoming Highway Patrol flew a Parrot ANAFI USA drone into the house 
through a gap in the basement doorway made by a Bearcat armored vehicle. One of the drone’s 
propellers struck a wall as it entered the doorway, causing the drone to crash. No attempt was 
made to retrieve the drone due to the high risk of the situation. Later efforts made by the SWAT 
team to dislodge the suspect likely ensured the drone’s destruction.  

The division and WHP are working with WYDOT Risk Management to replace the drone as it 
was deemed a total loss. A safety board meeting held last week found that the pilot followed all 
proper procedures during the incident. 

In response to follow up questions from Chairman McCormack, Ms. Taylor stated that the 
Parrot ANAFI drones do not have the same collision avoidance systems as the Skydio drones. It 
is more challenging to manually fly a drone through a small opening, especially during a tense 
situation. Insurance will cover the cost of replacing the drone. 
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VII. REGULAR BUSINESS 

A. FY 2024 WACIP BUDGET MODIFICATIONS  
Administrator Olsen reported two modifications this period for a reduction of $29,498 in state 
funds and $428,775 in federal funds allocated towards projects. The remaining state reserve is 
currently $1,858,161. 

Administrator Olsen shared that the reserve is currently higher than normal, but it will be used as 
more projects are bid out. The division has also maintained higher reserves due to uncertainty 
about the timing of projects using Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) funding. 

Action: It was recommended by Administrator Olsen, moved by Vice Chairman Blann, seconded 
by Commissioner Harrop, and unanimously carried to approve the FY 2024 WACIP budget 
modifications as presented. 

B. WACIP SPONSOR COMMENTS 
Administrator Olsen reported that the WACIP Sponsor Comments report includes the airport 
sponsors comments as well as the division’s response, made in coordination with the FAA 
Denver ADO. The sponsors submitted comments on the proposed WACIP draft for FY 2025 
Budget and FY 2026 through FY 2030 Program during the 30-day comment period, which ended 
February 2, 2024. Any funding changes that were made in regards to comments are incorporated 
in the FY2025 Budget and FY2026 - FY2030 Program. 

Administrator Olsen reported that the division received comments on 37 projects from 10 airport 
sponsors. The comments provide guidance to airport sponsors on suggested next steps for 
projects that did not receive funding.  

Administrator Olsen reported that many of the comments offered further explanations or updates 
on the project instead of requesting a specific action. A few of the comments received were 
specific to FY 2024, which is the current fiscal period. These comments were removed and will 
be addressed through the monthly budget modification process.  

Administrator Olsen noted that the large number of comments for Jackson Hole Airport resulted 
from a reordering of federal projects based on the availability of federal funding in the upcoming 
fiscal years. 

Administrator Olsen reported that an increase of $8,000 in state funds for FY 2025 was allocated 
due to comments. A reduction of approximately $40,000 in FY 2026 was due to a Gillette aircraft 
rescue and firefighting (ARFF) project that was brought forward to 2024. In FY 2027, there was 
an increase of $296,000 in state funds due to requested changes in Jackson’s capital improvement 
plan. There is an increase of $40,000 in state funds in FY 2028 that was allocated to a project in 
Riverton. 
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C. PROPOSED FY 2025 WACIP BUDGET 
Administrator Olsen reported that changes have been incorporated into the proposed upcoming 
budget based on sponsor comments, FAA concurrence, and staff input. The remaining reserve is 
$1,007,034 in state funds. This reserve is $8,000 less in state funds than when the draft budget 
was presented in December, due to a change resulting from sponsor comments. The division’s 
target reserve is $1,000,000. 

Action: It was recommended by Administrator Olsen, moved by Vice Chairman Blann, seconded 
by Commissioner McClain, and unanimously carried to approve the final FY 2025 WACIP 
budget as presented. 

D. PROPOSED FY 2026-30 WACIP PLAN 
Administrator Olsen reported that changes have been incorporated into the proposed upcoming 
budget based on sponsor comments, FAA concurrence, and staff input. The remaining reserves 
have changed according to the changes requested. 

The FY 2026 reserve is $923,032 in state funds, which is $40,000 more than when the Plan was 
presented in December due to the Gillette ARFF project. The target reserve is $1,000,000. 

The reserve for FY 2027 is $617,073 and is $296,000 less than when the Plan was presented in 
December due to changes made because of sponsor comments. The FY 2028 reserve is $455,972, 
which is $40,000 less than the previous draft due to the Riverton project. The reserve for FY 2029 
is slightly over $2,000,000 and FY 2030 is $2,200,000.  

Action: It was recommended by Administrator Olsen, moved by Commissioner Maier, seconded 
by Commissioner Harrop, and unanimously carried to approve the final FY 2026-30 WACIP plan 
as presented. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS  

A. CONSIDERATION OF THE NATRONA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS GRANT 

AMENDMENT REQUEST  
Ms. Johnson reported that the Natrona County Board of County Commissioners requested an 
increase in state funding of $399,268 for project ASCPR04 in order to continue service from 
Casper to Salt Lake City (SLC) through June 30, 2024. This would bring the total state support 
to $719,268 and the project total to $1,798,171. 

Mr. Januska shared that the grant amendment is needed because the current grant—which was 
anticipated to last until the end of June 2024—is insufficient due to lower than anticipated load 
factors. SkyWest Airlines also recalculated the block hour rate to account for the larger aircraft. 
He believes that reliable air service—from two major airlines—will be a key component of 
Casper’s bid to host the National Championship Air Races. 
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Following a question from Chairman McCormack, Mr. Januska shared that the Natrona County 
Commissioners discussed the local match at a work session that was concurrent with the 
Aeronautics Commission meeting. The county commission will take formal action (vote) on the 
proposal later in the evening.  

In response to questions from Commissioner Duck, Mr. Januska believes that losing the SLC 
route would be detrimental to Casper’s bid to host the air races. Mr. Januska was also unable to 
predict if the route would need continued support into the future. The booking trends for the next 
several months are improving, but he could not say with certainty that future minimum revenue 
guarantees (MRG) would not be needed. 

Mr. Januska shared that the airport and the Fly Casper Alliance have launched a marketing 
campaign in SLC to draw customers to the route. He believes that it has resulted in improved 
booking trends. Other existing marketing campaigns are ongoing. 

Following a question from Commissioner Maier, Administrator Olsen shared that future bookings 
will be key criteria when the commission decides on supporting the route past June 30. A final 
decision will need to be made in the next two to three months to accommodate the booking 
window—the 60 days before the flight when most airfare is booked. The division has shared its 
concerns with SkyWest Airlines about the future viability of the route.  

Chairman McCormack agreed that the commission and the airport has a responsibility to SkyWest 
and the traveling public provide notice on the availability of the route, but he believes there is still 
time to make an informed decision in the next two months.  

Vice Chairman Blann expressed concern about the amount of total funding that the route has 
received. He thought that the commission’s support of the request should be contingent on 
improved load factors and a funding commitment from Natrona County. He also requested that 
Ms. Johnson and Mr. Januska share the pre-booking data—through June—for the route to help 
the commission make an informed decision about the future of the route beyond the end of the 
current contract.  

Administrator Olsen reviewed the non-directional load factors for the Casper –SLC route. The 
load factor for March, month-to-date, was 46.1 percent and bookings for the remainder of March 
were at 50.7 percent. April was booked at 23.7 percent, May at 15.7 percent, June at 12 percent, 
and July was at 5.5 percent.  

Vice Chairman Blann requested a trend comparison between the Casper-SLC route and other 
routes and markets. Administrator Olsen quickly compared the Casper route to Southwest 
Wyoming Regional Airport. Load factors in Rock Springs, month-to-date, for March were 64.6 
percent,  the remainder of the month was at 66.5 percent, April at 32.9 percent, May at 16.2 
percent, June at 12.3 percent, and July was at 8 percent. The load factors and future bookings 
were relatively close, even with the Casper-SLC route’s use of a larger aircraft.  
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Administrator Olsen emphasized that he has already made SkyWest aware of the possibility that 
the route will not be supported beyond June 30. He will also inform SkyWest that the commission 
is not yet committed to supporting the route in the future, even if the commission decides to 
approve the current request.  

Commissioner DeVore voiced his support for the route and a continued connection with Delta 
Airlines. He reminded the commission that the route uses a 74-passenger aircraft, and even a half-
full (37 passengers) aircraft would equate to a 75 percent load factor on a 50-passener aircraft. 
Commissioner DeVore also mentioned Delta’s good reputation, on-time performance, and the 
attractiveness of the destination as reasons to maintain the route. He was also concerned that 
eliminating the Delta/SLC route would increase the tickets prices on the United/Denver route.  

Commissioner Duck proposed approving the request to continue service through June in the hopes 
that it would assist Casper’s bid to host the air races, and then reassess the future viability of the 
route in the next few months. Commissioner Harrop requested that the commission consider how 
the loss of the route could impact other Wyoming airports.  

Chairman McCormack endorsed Commissioner Duck’s proposal as he felt it was incumbent upon 
the commission to complete the term of the MRG. He also urged Mr. Januska to use the 
Aeronautics Commission’s support to strengthen the airport’s request to the county commission. 

Vice Chairman Blann suggested that the commission consider including spending caps in future 
MRGs. He felt that the MRG agreements should be consistent across all Wyoming airports. 
Administrator Olsen shared that generally, caps are included in the contract with the airline. The 
community, in the grant, requests the state’s portion of the cap. SkyWest has stipulated in the 
contract that once the cap is reached, the airline can choose whether or not to continue service. 
As there are plenty of markets competing for service, Administrator Olsen believes that SkyWest 
would not hesitate to leave the Casper market if the state and local community did not continue 
the MRG. 

Following a question from Commissioner McClain, Administrator Olsen explained that the funds 
are available to support the request. Aeronautics receives an annual allocation of $1.3 million 
from the legislature and the account balance is currently at $2 to $3 million. 

Action: It was recommended by Ms. Johnson and Administrator Olsen, moved by Commissioner 
Maier, seconded by Commissioner McClain, and unanimously carried to approve the request to 
increase the state funding of project ASCPR04 by $399,268, at a state match not to exceed 40 
percent. 

Chairman McCormack requested that Administrator Olsen and Mr. Januska report the outcome 
of the Natrona County Commission’s vote to the Aeronautics Commission. Ms. Chapman will 
send a link to the streamed meeting to the commission. 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
There was no need for an executive session. 
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X. ANNOUNCEMENTS/REMINDERS 
Commission Activities 
Ms. Chapman announced that the commission’s next business meeting may be held at 1:30 p.m. on April 
16, 2024, via videoconference, if there is regular and new business for commission consideration. The 
next in-person meeting will be held in Cody, and the surrounding area, on May 20-22, 2024. The trip will 
include tours of local airports, an education session, and the monthly business meeting. 

The Attorney General’s office will hold its annual board training workshop on Friday, May 10, 2024. 
The full-day training will be held in the Capitol Auditorium in Cheyenne, but there is a virtual option for 
participants who are unable to travel.  

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Commissioner Blann to adjourn and passed unanimously. Chairman McCormack 
adjourned the meeting at 4:03 p.m. on March 19, 2024. 

 


