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Motor Vehicle Theft Law Enforcement Act
BACKGROUND
Federal Antitheft Legislation: Federal intervention to combat car theft began in 1919 with
passage of the Dyer Act, which made interstate transportation of stolen vehicles a federal
crime. In 1984 Congress passed the Motor Vehicle Theft Law Enforcement Act, which toughened
penalties by bringing theft of vehicle parts under federal racketeering statutes and by imposing
heavy fines and prison terms for violations of export laws. It also required manufacturers to
stamp identification numbers on major car components, making it easier to trace parts taken
from vehicles stolen for dismantling.
The Act also required that vehicles be made available for inspection prior to export and
expanded U.S. Customs officials' powers of inspection and arrest in response to the growing
international nature of motor vehicle theft. Cars and car parts stolen in the United States often
wind up on overseas markets. Insurers or their designated agents are required to inform the
Secretary of Transportation of vehicle theft and recovery and of rating data used to set insurance
premiums for motor vehicles.
Another 1984 federal law made it a federal offense to counterfeit or forge motor vehicle title
certificates. In 1985 the Department of Transportation required that 14 major vehicles parts be
inscribed with a 17-digit vehicle identification number (VIN).
The Anti-Car Theft Act, enacted in 1992, made armed auto theft, known as "carjacking," a
federal crime. In 1994 the passage of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act made
carjacking resulting in death a federal crime punishable by death. Also under the Act repair
shops that sell or install marked used parts must check VINs against the FBI’s stolen car
database through a national clearinghouse or risk fines. Additional provisions provided start-up
funding linking all state motor vehicle departments to ensure access to titles; required states to
check VINs of out-of-state cars before issuing a title to a new owner; required the Customs
Office to perform spot checks of cars and containers leaving the country; required insurers to
certify that the salvaged or junked vehicles they sell are not stolen; and established a grant
program for state and local anti-car theft committees that was funded by car taxes or fees.
In response to Title II of the Anti-Car Theft Act combating title fraud, the National Motor
Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS) was established. The system enables jurisdictions
to verify the validity of titles prior to issuing new ones. It also curbs fraud associated with junk
or salvage titles by recording this data in the system and preventing the sale of salvaged vehicles
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without disclosing this information. According to the American Association of Motor Vehicle
Administrators, which manages the NMVTIS, as of December 2008 only 13 states had
integrated the system’s online transactions into their titling systems, enabling them to make
inquiries. Twelve states had provided files of all active titles and brands to the system, but do not
make inquiries. Eleven more states are developing the capability to provide data and/or make
inquiries.
The NMVTIS has the potential to track all vehicles by their vehicle identification numbers
(VINs) and could be a valuable tool in terrorism-related investigations. The 1993 World Trade
Center bombing was solved when authorities traced the truck that carried the explosives to its
owners by its VIN. The NMVTIS can also aid law enforcement in curtailing VIN cloning, where
thieves steal a VIN number from a legal vehicle and make a counterfeit VIN plate for a stolen
vehicle.
Other Measures To Combat Auto Theft: The National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB)
combats auto theft by investigating cases referred to it by insurers and through its online
databases. The databases allow member insurance companies to search files by driver
identification data and also by license plate numbers, VINs and component vehicle part and type
numbers. Information leading to the identification of the vehicle used in the World Trade Center
bombing of 1993 was obtained through an NICB database that allows the user to enter a partial
VIN. The complete VIN was reconstructed and matched to a van stolen from a truck rental
company on the day of the bombing. The search service (VINCheck) is available to the public.
In the 1980s states and regions experiencing high auto thefts began to form Anti-Car Theft
(ACT) groups funded by grants from coalitions of law enforcement groups, state funds, insurers
and consumers to promote public awareness of vehicle theft and lobby for the passage of state
legislation aimed at combating thefts. At least 13 states (Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida,
Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas and
Virginia) have created Automobile Theft Prevention Authorities (ATPAs), mostly funded by a
small surcharge on drivers licenses or registration fees, or on auto insurance policies sold in the
state. Michigan pioneered the ATPA concept in 1986, allocating $1 from each auto insurance
policy and channeling the funds toward combating auto theft. Michigan's program, called Help
Eliminate Auto Theft (HEAT) includes a hotline for residents to report thefts and chop shop
operations. In the 25 years since the program was instituted in 1985, information forwarded to
HEAT has resulted in the recovery of more than 4,200 vehicles, valued at more than $51 million,
and has led to the arrest of almost 3,400 suspects.
ATPAs and other state entities such as ACT groups use a wide range of programs to fight auto
theft. Besides HEAT hotline programs, Combat Auto Theft (CAT) programs involve auto owners
who voluntarily put stickers on their windshields that alert police that they can stop the car for a
theft check after a certain hour. High-theft metropolitan areas have instituted task forces to
combat auto theft. In Newark, New Jersey, a task force helped reduce the city's theft rate from
the highest in the United States in 1991 to sixteenth in 1996.
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Component Theft: More than 75,000 air bags are stolen every year, according to estimates by
the Insurance Information Institute. NICB says that air bag theft costs insurers and vehicle
owners more than $50 million a year. New air bags cost about $1,000 from a car dealer; on the
black market the cost is between $50 and $200. To thwart thieves, steering wheel covers used
with a steel bar steering wheel lock are available. New York combats air bag theft by requiring
accident reports to note air bag deployment, and specifies procedures for auto repair shops to
follow when replacing stolen or deployed air bags. Xenon headlights and global positioning
systems (GPS) are also popular with thieves. By mid-2008, insurers and the NICB had observed
a growing nationwide trend in the theft of catalytic converters. These components contain small
amounts of platinum and palladium, precious metals whose value has risen with the use of
catalytic converters and the growth in popularity of platinum jewelry.
Antitheft Devices: Consumers spend hundreds of millions of dollars on vehicle security
devices. Electronic tracking devices such as LoJack use a hidden transmitter to allow police to
track the vehicle. (LoJack, which operates in 26 states and the District of Columbia claims a
better-than 90 percent recovery rate.) These tracking devices not only help police find individual
stolen vehicles but lead them to chop shops, thwart the export of stolen motor vehicles and lead
to the recovery of expensive building construction vehicles as well as passenger cars. Some
insurers offer their policyholders a LoJack tracking system at a discounted price along with
premium discounts.
Insurer Discounts: According to the National Association of Insurance Commissioners, in
nine states (Florida, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Mexico,
Pennsylvania and Rhode Island) regulations require insurers to provide car owners with
discounts on the base rates for comprehensive insurance for antitheft devices. In four other
states insurers may offer these discounts or are encouraged to offer them. The amount of the
discount varies but is typically 15 to 20 percent for passive devices, which are automatically
activated when the vehicle is locked. Massachusetts residents are eligible for a minimum 25
percent discount if they have both an antitheft device and an auto recovery system, and some
combinations of devices can result in a 36 percent discount. Insurance companies in states that
do not mandate discounts, such as Georgia, New Jersey, New York and Washington, encourage
car owners to install antitheft devices by voluntarily providing discounts.

NMVTIS Manual

5

What is NMVTIS?
The National Motor Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS) is an electronic system that
provides consumers with valuable information about a vehicle's condition and history. Prior to
purchasing a vehicle, NMVTIS allows consumers to find information on the vehicle's title, most
recent odometer reading, brand history, and, in some cases, historical theft data.
A “brand” is a descriptive label that states assign to a vehicle to identify the vehicle's current or
prior condition, such as “junk,” “salvage,” “flood,” or another designation. By capturing into one
system specific information from multiple entities (state motor vehicle titling agencies,
automobile recyclers, junk and salvage yards, and insurance carriers), NMVTIS offers states and
consumers protection from title fraud, offers detection of stolen vehicles from being retitled, and
makes it more difficult for criminals to use stolen vehicles for criminal purposes. For example:
• After Hurricane Katrina, authorities reported truckloads of flooded vehicles being taken

out of Louisiana to other states as far away as the upper Midwest, where they were
dried out, cleaned, and readied for sale to unsuspecting consumers in states that do not
brand flood vehicles. Prospective purchasers of these vehicles may not have known
that the vehicles had been subjected to a saltwater flood that made the vehicles'
electrical systems (including their airbag sensors) more prone to failure. NMVTIS is
designed to prevent vehicle histories such as these from being “washed” or concealed
because it is designed to serve as a national repository of vehicle brand information.
Fully implemented, NMVTIS will have data from every state and will be queried before
any state issues a vehicle a new title, making it extremely difficult (if not impossible) to
wash a “flood” designation from a vehicle.
• South Florida law enforcement involved in “Operation Roadrunner” recovered

approximately 250 cloned, stolen vehicles across the U.S. and expressed their belief
that had NMVTIS been fully implemented, much of this criminal activity would have
been prevented. In this multistate investigation, it was discovered that a criminal
enterprise based in South Florida was stealing vehicles and replacing the VINs on the
stolen vehicles with VINs removed from other vehicles of the same make, model, and
year. These “cloned” vehicles were then used for criminal purposes or sold to
unsuspecting consumers. Because the stolen cars and their fraudulent title paperwork
displayed legitimate VINs taken from other automobiles (i.e., they were “clones”),
consumers, state's motor vehicle titling agencies, and law enforcement could not detect
the vehicles' true stolen status. The criminal enterprise that was taken down in this
investigation was linked to many other types of criminal activity, including major
violent crimes.
• In one western state, DMV clerks checking NMVTIS prior to issuing a new title have

identified vehicles suspected of being stolen and vehicles with potentially fraudulent
documentation and have been able to notify law enforcement instantly, before a new
title was issued and while the suspects were still in the DMV offices. This has
prevented crimes from occurring (e.g., fraud) as well as assisted law enforcement in
investigating other crimes (e.g., theft).
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NMVTIS was created to:
• Prevent the introduction or reintroduction of stolen motor vehicles into interstate

commerce;
• Protect states and consumers (individual and commercial) from fraud;
• Reduce the use of stolen vehicles for illicit purposes including funding of criminal

enterprises; and
• Provide consumers protection from unsafe vehicles.

In addition, the system provides law enforcement with an important tool to reduce auto theft
and vehicle-related crimes.
Where implemented, NMVTIS has already produced results, including time and cost
savings for state motor vehicle titling agencies, reductions in consumer wait time, decreases in
motor vehicle thefts, improved recovery rate of stolen vehicles, increased ability to identify
cloned vehicles prior to title issuance, and improved investigative abilities. Results produced to
date include:
• South Dakota and New Hampshire saving time and money by no longer requiring the
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

clerk to manually update a state record with returned title information since such
updates are automatically included in NMVTIS.
Arizona realizing a reduction in customer wait time and the ability to identify problems
upfront due to online, accurate data.
Virginia seeing a 17 percent decrease in motor vehicle thefts.
Arizona experiencing a 99 percent recovery rate on vehicles identified as stolen.
Arizona, Florida, and Virginia identifying cloned vehicles by working together, prior to
issuing new titles.
Florida cracking a car theft ring responsible for cloning more than 250 cars valued at $8
million.
All participating states recapturing brands lost by non-participating states.
Indiana experiencing a reduction in lawsuits by consumers who were given clear titles
with missing brands.
New Hampshire's Motor Vehicle Supervisor stating that the amount of funds spent to
implement NMVTIS “represents a small fee considering the savings on insurance
fraud, cloning vehicles, stolen vehicles, odometer fraud, and preventing washed brands
for consumer protection--all thanks to NMVTIS!”
(Source: American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators)

NMVTIS: Consumers' Benefits
The law requires NMVTIS information to be made available to prospective purchasers, including
businesses that purchase used automobiles or commercial consumers. Commercial consumers
include lenders who are financing the purchase of automobiles (and in many cases actually own
them as the lien holders) and automobile dealers. Lenders and dealers are integral components
of the automobile purchasing and titling process, and their ability to avoid fraud also protects
individual consumers.
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Prior to purchasing a vehicle, consumers can search NMVTIS to discover:
• Information from a vehicle's current title, including the vehicle's brand history. “Brands”

are descriptive labels regarding the status of a motor vehicle, such as “junk,” “salvage,”
and “flood” vehicles;
• The latest reported odometer readings;
• Any determination that the vehicle is “salvage” by an insurance company or a selfinsuring organization (including those vehicles determined to be a “total loss”); and
• Any reports of the vehicle being transferred or sold to an auto recycler, junk yard, or
salvage yard.
Through NMVTIS, once a vehicle is branded by a state motor vehicle titling agency, that brand
becomes a permanent part of the vehicle's NMVTIS record. Vehicles that incur significant
damage are often branded “junk” or “salvage.” Currently, motor vehicles with brands on their
titles can without much difficulty have their brands “washed” (i.e., removed) from the titles.
Brand washing can occur if the motor vehicle is retitled in another state that does not check with
the originating state or does not check with all states that previously issued a title on that vehicle
to determine whether the vehicle has any existing brands that may not be shown on the current
paper title. Fraud can occur when these vehicles are presented for sale to unsuspecting
consumers without disclosure of their true condition, including brand history. These consumers
may pay more than the vehicle's fair market value, and may purchase an unsafe vehicle.
Experian Automotive recently reported that in just the first six months of 2008 there were more
than 185,000 titles that were initially branded in one state, and then transferred and re-titled in
a second state in a way that resulted in issuance of a purportedly clean title. NMVTIS is effective
in greatly reducing (if not eliminating) this type of fraud, preventing a significant number of
crimes, and potentially saving the lives of consumers who might otherwise and unknowingly
purchase unsafe vehicles.
Understanding State Differences
NMVTIS is designed to collect information from states, but not to change the nomenclature
used in, or standards created by, state motor vehicle laws or by state motor vehicle titling
agencies. Each state has its own laws, standards, and terminology that are unaffected by
NMVTIS. For example, one state may examine and brand a damaged vehicle as “salvage,” while
another state may not because the damage may not reach a certain dollar or value threshold
(e.g., damage estimate in relation to fair market value) required by that state's laws. In another
example, a vehicle recovered from a flood or other natural disaster involving water (e.g.,
hurricane) may be flagged or branded as “flood” in certain states, but in other states no such
designation exists. Because one state may brand or flag a vehicle as a flood vehicle does not
mean that other states must also designate the vehicle as “flood.” NMVTIS is valuable because it
retains and makes available to users of the system all reported brands applied to a vehicle so
that relocating the vehicle from one state to another will not “wash” the brand, because NMVTIS
retains this information and makes it available to any state.
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Consumers should also be aware that differences in state procedures and reporting are
important to understand. For example, some states exempt vehicles of a certain age from titling,
and other states may collect and report varying levels of descriptive information on vehicles
(e.g., make, model, color), while several states may report on all motor vehicles including
motorcycles and heavy equipment, despite the requirement to report NMVTIS on common
automobiles only. The Department of Justice recommends that consumers educate themselves
on these types of issues before relying on any vehicle history report information, from this or
any other service provider.
Understanding NMVTIS Search Results
A NMVTIS Vehicle History Report is intentionally concise. It is intended to provide data on
only five key indicators associated with preventing fraud and theft. A "clean" NMVTIS report is a
GOOD thing!
While 87 percent of the U.S. vehicle population is currently in NMVTIS, more than half of the
states report data to the system and approximately 20 million salvage or total loss records are in
NMVTIS, until all entities are reporting into NMVTIS as required, consumers should be aware
of the possibility that a search may yield a false negative indication, such as "no junk or salvage
history." These same gaps can exist in other, private vehicle history databases and consumers
should educate themselves on these issues as well.
In addition, NMVTIS data comes from multiple sources. These sources are independent and are
not required to follow or prescribe to a uniform approach for defining vehicle conditions and
titling. For example, because a vehicle has been in the possession of a junk or salvage yard, does
not mean that a state must brand the vehicle as junk or salvage. State laws vary in this regard
and may not require application of such a brand, despite the fact that the vehicle was treated as
salvage at some point. The bottom line is that the standards governing these matters vary from
jurisdiction to jurisdiction.
Similarly, an insurance determination of “total loss” does not necessarily mean that a vehicle
was destroyed or is worthless. In some cases, such as stolen vehicles that are not recovered
within a 30-day period, insurance companies may label these vehicles as “total loss.” If the
vehicle is later recovered in perfect condition, the “total loss” determination is not removed and
the insurance company or an auction company or pool may attempt to sell the vehicle in
perfectly good working order.
Consumers should be aware that the information in NMVTIS is not all of the information that a
state may include in its vehicle title records. Consumers are encouraged to consider accessing
the actual state title record to ensure that all relevant information is considered before making a
vehicle purchase decision.
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Frequently Asked NMVTIS Questions
1.)
What is the purpose of NMVTIS?
NMVTIS was created to:
• Prevent the introduction or reintroduction of stolen motor vehicles into interstate

commerce;
• Protect states and consumers (individual and commercial) from fraud;
• Reduce the use of stolen vehicles for illicit purposes including funding of criminal

enterprises; and
• Provide consumers protection from unsafe vehicles.

2.)
As an auto recycler, junk yard, salvage yard, or insurance carrier, if I do not
report required information to NMVTIS, is there a penalty?
Yes. Any entity that meets the NMVTIS definition of junk yard, salvage yard, or insurance
carrier is required to report specific information to NMVTIS and failure to report is punishable
by a civil penalty of $1,000 per violation. For example, a failure to report 100 junk or salvage
automobiles could result in a civil fine of up to $100,000
3.)

Who operates and manages NMVTIS?

The U.S. Department of Justice is responsible for oversight of the implementation and operation
of NMVTIS, and works in partnership with the American Association of Motor Vehicle
Administrators (AAMVA). AAMVA has been the operator since 1992. To learn more about
AAMVA contact:
American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators
4301 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 400
Arlington, Virginia 22203
(703) 522-4200
http://www.aamva.org/
4.)
I am interested in purchasing a used vehicle and would like to obtain a
vehicle history. How can I do this?
Consumers can request vehicle history information through NMVTIS by selecting an approved
service provider from the alphabetical list below:
• Auto Data Direct
• CARCO Group, Inc.
• Mobiletrac

5.)

How much will it cost to obtain NMVTIS information on a vehicle?

Cost for NVMTIS vehicle history reports vary and are determined by individual service
providers. The Anti-Car Theft Act requires that the system be funded through user fees and not
dependent on federal funds. For this reason, NMVTIS has been designed as a fee-for-service
system. Current fees range from approximately $2 to $7 per report.
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6.)
What kind of information will I receive in a NVMTIS vehicle history report?
NMVTIS records provide:
 current and previous state of title data
 title issue date
 latest odometer data
 theft history data (if any)
 any brand assigned to a vehicle and date applied
 salvage history, including designations as a “total loss” (if any)
7.)

What types of vehicles are included in NMVTIS?

NMVTIS includes information on automobiles, buses, trucks, motorcycles, recreational vehicles,
motor homes, and tractors. NMVTIS may not currently include commercial vehicles if those
vehicles are not included in a state's primary database for title records (in some states, those
vehicles are managed by a separate agency), although these records may be added at a later
time.
8.)

How current is the information in NMVTIS?

Currently the data provided to NMVTIS by states is provided in a variety of time frames; while
some report and update NVMTIS data in “real-time” (as title transactions occur) others send
updates less frequently, such as once every 24 hours or within a period of days.
9.)
How is the information accessed through NMVTIS different from private
vendors who provide this information as well?
NMVTIS information made available to consumers is from state motor vehicle agency records
and entire sectors (e.g., insurance, auto recyclers/junk/salvage, etc.) addressed by the Anti-Car
Theft Act. As opposed to purchasing information from specific businesses or companies, entities
are required to provide specific information to NMVTIS in a specific format. NMVTIS is
intended to serve as a reliable source of title and brand history for automobiles, which helps
consumers make informed decisions before purchasing a used vehicle. However, there are
certain pieces of vehicle history data that NMVTIS does not contain; for example, a vehicle's
repair history.
Before making a decision to purchase a vehicle, consumers may wish to obtain an independent
vehicle inspection and consult other available information resources that provide additional
vehicle history data.
10.)

Where can I get detailed vehicle information from a state?

To request a complete copy of a specific state vehicle title record, you can contact the current
state motor vehicle titling agency.
11.)
If I believe there is a discrepancy in the information provided in a NMVTIS
vehicle record, how do I go about resolving the issue?
Contact the service provider directly for questions about your vehicle history report. Customer
support is available on each service providers' website.
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12.) If I purchase a vehicle, is my personal information included and shared in
NMVTIS?
No personal identifying information will be made available to individual consumers via
NMVTIS. However, information contained within NMVTIS will include limited personal
identifying information specifically for law enforcement/investigative, regulatory, and related
purposes. While no personal identifying information will be made available to individual
consumers, states can permit access to their records that is consistent with the requirements of
federal statutes such as the Drivers Privacy Protection Act and any relevant state statutes.
13.) Why aren't all states participating in NMVTIS? Why isn't my state
participating?
Currently 49 states are involved with NMVTIS at various levels of participation (See the
NMVTIS participation map on the front cover). Some states participate fully with NMVTIS
(provide data to the system as well as make title inquiries before issuing new titles.) Other states
provide data only or are developing the capacity to participate fully with NMVTIS. Nonparticipating states have offered different reasons for not providing data to the system and not
making inquiries of NMVTIS, however consumers are encouraged to seek responses to these
questions from the states directly.
In January 2009, the Department of Justice issued clear and detailed guidance for states on how
to participate in NMVTIS and comply with the Anti-Car Theft Act. All states must be fully
participating as required by the Act and its regulations by January 1, 2010. The
Department of Justice continues to work collaboratively with states to help bring them into full
compliance.
14.) I requested vehicle information through NMVTIS and (no
brand/odometer/title information was returned. Why?
It is likely in this case that no brand, odometer, or title information for that vehicle has been
reported by participating states. Contact the report service provider for any additional questions
or further explanation. Although NMVTIS includes 85 percent of the U.S. vehicle population, it
is expected that this type of response may occur until all states are participating.
• Auto Data Direct, Inc.

Telephone: Toll Free: (866)-923-3123; Local (850)-877-8804
www.add123.com/support
• CARCO Group, Inc.
Help Desk: 1-866-725-5294
helpdesk@carcogroup.com
• Mobile Trac
Telephone: 858.27.INSTA (46782)
customerservice@instavin.com
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Insurance, Junk/Salvage FAQs
15.) As an insurance carrier, junk/salvage yard, I have questions about how to
report information through a third party data consolidators?
To view approved third party data consolidators,
http://www.nmvtis.gov/nmvtis_insurance.html

16.) If an insurance carrier determines a vehicle to be salvage or total loss, but
does not pay a claim (e.g., third party claims) is the insurance carrier required to
report the determination to NMVTIS?
Yes, an insurance carrier determination of salvage or total loss, regardless of whether a claim is
paid or not, must be reported to NMVTIS.
17.) When is the first report due, what will it include, and what timeframe of
data is required?
The NMVTIS regulations require that by no later than March 31, 2009, insurance carriers, and
junk and salvage yards must begin to report specified information to NMVTIS.
DOJ cannot change the March 31, 2009 date by which reporting must commence, which also is
mandated by Court Order, but is aware that some junk and salvage yards and insurance carriers
may need additional time after March 31, 2009 to come into full compliance with all reporting
requirements. Accordingly, all reports must be complete, even if they are delayed, and the initial
report, when submitted, shall include all automobiles with regard to which the reporting
requirements of sections 25.55(a) and 25.56(a) of the NMVTIS Regulation were satisfied during
March 2009. The initial report should include information from March 1, 2009 to March 31,
2009.
18.)

Can an insurance carrier, junk or salvage yard report directly to NMVTIS?

In order to ensure that the system-wide expense of operating NMVTIS is kept to a minimum,
and to provide overall for what BJA and the operator of NMVTIS (AAMVA) believe to be the
least burdensome and costly manner for reporting, insurance carriers and junk and salvage
yards must make their reports to NMVTIS through AAMVA-approved third party data
consolidators.
19.) My company is a salvage pool. Can we report to NMVTIS on behalf of our
insurance company customers?
Every insurance carrier, and junk and salvage yard is required to report to NMVTIS. Insurance
carriers may arrange to have the reports provided by another entity to satisfy its reporting
obligation if those other reports are filed in a timely manner and contain all of the information
that the insurance carrier itself is legally obligated to report to NMVTIS. Although another entity
may provide the report on behalf of the insurance carrier, it is the insurance carrier itself that
has the legal responsibility for all reporting requirements, including the content and the
timeliness of the report. Any report filed on behalf of an insurance carrier by another entity
must use the unique reporting ID of the insurance carrier on whose behalf the report is filed.
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20.) As a junk/salvage yard, I already report certain vehicle information to my
state. Do I still need to report to NMVTIS?
Junk and salvage yards are responsible to reporting to NMVTIS:
• The name, address, and contact information for the reporting entity.
• VIN.
• Date the automobile was obtained.
• Name of the individual or entity from whom the automobile was obtained.
• A statement of whether the automobile was crushed or disposed of, or offered for sale or
other purposes, and whether the vehicle is intended for export out of the United States.
Junk and salvage yards are not required to report to NMVTIS through a third party data
consolidator if they already report ALL the required information to their state and the state
provides the required information to NMVTIS on their behalf in a timely manner. Please note:
No state is currently reporting on behalf of junk and salvage yards and these entities are
responsible for reporting the required information to NMVTIS using a third party data
consolidator
21.)

Do total loss vehicles over five years old have to be reported?

Junk and salvage yards are required to report to NMVTIS an inventory of ALL junk or salvage
automobiles obtained in whole or in part by that entity in the prior month regardless of the
model year. The model year begins on the first day of the calendar year.
Insurance carriers are required to report to NMVTIS an inventory of all automobiles of the
current model year or any of the four prior model years that the carrier has obtained possession
of and has decided are junk and salvage automobiles (including those determined to be a total
loss) in the prior month.
22.) Since the disposition of the vehicle must be included in junk and salvage
yards' reports to NMVTIS, how will we comply when a vehicle's final disposition is
unknown at the time of making the report? Are we required to report a second
time once the final disposition is determined?
Junk and salvage yards are required to report the date the automobile was obtained in inventory
during that month even if the final disposition is unknown at the time the report is submitted.
Junk and salvage yards must file an update or supplemental report of the final disposition of any
automobile where final disposition information was not available at the time of the initial report
filing, or if the actual disposition of the automobile differs from what was initially reported.
23.) If there are zero cars that meet the reporting requirements, does this need
to be reported to NMVTIS?
No report is necessary for that month.
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24.) What junk/salvage yards and insurance carriers are required to report
specified information to NMVTIS?
Junk/salvage yards are those individuals or entities engaged in the business of acquiring or
owning junk or salvage automobiles for resale in their entirety or as spare parts or for
rebuilding, restoration, or crushing. This would include scrap-vehicle shredders and scrap-metal
processors, as well as pull- or pick-apart yards, salvage pools, salvage auctions, and other types
of auctions, businesses, and individuals that handle salvage vehicles (including those vehicles
declared a total loss.)
An insurance carrier is an individual or entity engaged in the business of underwriting
automobile insurance. This would include any entity that enters into a formal arrangement,
typically of a commercial nature, where a fee(s), contribution(s), or other consideration is
received as part of pooling the risk of loss of an automobile(s) or as part of accepting the risk of
loss of an automobile(s) on behalf of another individual or entity.
For example:
• A rental car company that offers, for a fee, contribution, or other consideration, to relieve

its customers from liability for loss or damage to, or caused by, automobiles the
customers rent from that company, is required to report.
• A city government that self insures its fleet is not required to report.

25.) The definition of an automobile for purposes of NMVTIS, incorporating the
definition in 49 U.S.C. § 32901(a), generally covers four-wheel vehicles that are
rated at less than 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight, but excludes vehicles that
operate solely on rails, certain vehicles manufactured in different states by two or
more manufacturers, and certain work trucks.
26.)

What is included in the gross vehicle weight rating?

The concept of "gross vehicle weight rating" ("GVWR") seems to be commonly used in the
automobile industry and the Department of Transportation states it is "the maximum allowable
total weight of a vehicle when loaded, including the vehicle itself plus fuel, passengers, cargo,
and trailer tongue weight. This is a fixed weight specified by the manufacturer." Usually the
GVWR may be found on the sticker on the automobile.
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What is the definition of a work truck?

49 C.F.R. § 523.2 provides the following definition for work trucks: "Work truck means a vehicle
that is rated at more than 8,500 and less than or equal to 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight,
and is not a medium-duty passenger vehicle as defined in 40 CFR 86.1803-01 effective as of
December 20, 2007." (Emphasis added). (the definition of a medium-duty passenger vehicle is
provided below).
A medium-duty passenger vehicle ("MDPV"), according to 40 C.F.R. § 86.1803-01, "means any
heavy-duty vehicle (as defined in this subpart) with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of less
than 10,000 pounds that is designed primarily for the transportation of persons. The MDPV
definition does not include any vehicle which:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Is an "incomplete truck" as defined in this subpart; or
Has a seating capacity of more than 12 persons; or
Is designed for more than 9 persons in seating rearward of the driver's seat; or
Is equipped with an open cargo area (for example, a pick-up truck box or bed) of 72.0
inches in interior length or more. A covered box not readily accessible from the
passenger compartment will be considered an open cargo area for purposes of this
definition.

28.) If the VIN cannot be determined based on a visual inspection and title
documents are not available, how does a salvage yard report the vehicle?
Per the NMVTIS Regulation, a salvage yard has an obligation to perform a visual inspection of
the vehicle and to review the title documents to determine the VIN. A salvage yard is encouraged
to make a good faith effort to obtain the VIN prior to not reporting the vehicle.
29.) A salvage yard does not have information on who they received an
automobile from. How does the salvage yard report the name of the individual or
entity from whom the automobile was obtained?
When a salvage yard is unable to identify from whom an automobile was obtained, it should
report to NMVTIS the owner of the vehicle as the name of the individual from whom the
automobile was obtained.

NMVTIS Manual

NMVTIS REPORT BREAKDOWN

16

NMVTIS Manual

17

NMVTIS Manual

18

NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE TITLE INFORMATION SYSTEM
(NMVTIS)

What is NMVTIS?

Effective January 1, 2010 all states are required to perform an instant title verification
check before issuing a certificate of title for a vehicle that an individual or entity is
bringing into the state and requesting a title. The National Motor Vehicle Title
Information System is a national database of vehicle title information designed and
developed by the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA). The
system allows titling agencies to instantly and reliably verify the titling, theft, and
damage history of a vehicle by accessing other state’s actual title of record. Although
NMVTIS is required only for use in titling vehicles that come from out of state, the
system also helps protect states from any fraudulent title documentation and allows
them another verification tool for a vehicle’s history.
Currently 39 states are providing data to NMVTIS. For an up-to-date list of the states
that are providing data you may visit the NMVTIS website at
http://nmvtis.gov/nmvtis_states.html

What is the purpose of NMVTIS?
The system was created to:
¾
¾
¾
¾

Protect consumers and states from fraud
Provide customers protection from unsafe vehicles
Prevent interstate commerce of stolen motor vehicles
Reduce the use of stolen vehicles for illicit purposes including funding of criminal
enterprises
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NMVTIS provides consumers and others with vehicle information such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Current and previous state of title.
Title issue date.
Most recent odometer reading.
Any brand(s) applied to the vehicle. e.g. Flood vehicle
Date the brands were applied.
Any auto recycler or junk or salvage yard history for the vehicle.
Any insurance companies salvage determination (including total loss history) for the
vehicle.

Why is NMVTIS important?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1.3 million vehicles are stolen each year.
Auto fraud is a profitable business.
Auto theft alone costs consumers and insurance companies $8 billion per year.
Only 63% of vehicle reported stolen are recovered.
Some 570,000 vehicles were affected by 2005 hurricanes. These vehicles are now
perfect targets for vehicle title fraud (“brand washing”).
“VIN Cloning” is a growing trend.
A clear link has been demonstrated between auto theft and terrorist activities.

NNMVTIS Jurisdiction Participation
Currently 39 states are providing data to NMVTIS. (87 % of the U.S. vehicle population is
represented) and 10 states are in development.
•

27 states provide data and inquire to the NMVTIS – Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Connecticut, Delaware,
Florida, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Virginia, Washington, Wisconsin and Wyoming. These states have supplied files of all their active titles and
brands to the NMVTIS central files – the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) pointer and brand files – and
enquire on NMVTIS prior to issuing a new title.

•

12 states provide data, but do not make inquiries at this time – Arkansas, California, Georgia,
Idaho, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, North Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah and West
Virginia. These states have supplied files of all their active titles and brands to the NMVTIS central files –
the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) pointer and brand files – and provide regular updates to these files.

•

10 states are in development – Colorado, Hawaii, Kansas, Maine Michigan, Mississippi, New Mexico,
Oregon, Rhode Island, and Vermont. These states are developing the capability to provide data and/or
make inquiries.

For a current state participation map: http://nmvtis.gov/nmvtis_states.html
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Current Benefits of NMVTIS
NMVTIS benefits everyone involved in the titling process, including the government
agencies issuing titles, law enforcement investigating theft and fraud, vehicle manufacturers,
insurance carriers, and consumers and businesses considering purchasing a vehicle.

State Titling Agency
NMVTIS is a powerful tool to help improve titling processes and enhance customer service.
•

NMVTIS reduces titling of stolen cars and fraud by allowing titling agencies to verify
vehicle and title information, obtain information on all brands ever applied to a
vehicle, and learn if the vehicle was reported stolen--all before issuing a new title.

•

The information is provided electronically, which allows the state to reduce the
opportunity for introducing typographical errors into the title database.

•

When a vehicle moves to a new state, NMVTIS notifies the old state of the move. This
allows the old state to inactivate its title record, which reduces the opportunity for
individuals to get duplicate title documents and use them fraudulently. This also
allows the state to purge old records.

Law Enforcement
The NMVTIS Law Enforcement Access Tool provides law enforcement with the information
necessary to investigate crimes associated with motor vehicles, including vehicles involved
in violent crimes, smuggling operations (narcotics, weapons, undocumented aliens, and
currency), and fraud. NMVTIS enhances law enforcement's ability to:
•
•
•

Identify stolen motor vehicles;
Identify vehicle theft rings and cases of public corruption;
Identify other criminal enterprises involving vehicles.

Consumer Access
Members of the public may query NMVTIS through a series of public access portals for basic
vehicle title information including brands and odometer readings, prior to purchasing the
vehicle. This allows the consumer to make a better-informed purchase.
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Who Reports to NMVTIS
Several businesses and agencies are required to regularly report specific information to
NMVTIS. These entities include:
•
•
•

State motor vehicle titling agencies.
Insurance carriers (including some self-insuring entities).
Auto recyclers and junk and salvage yards [including scrap vehicle
shredders and scrap metal processors, as well as “pull- or pick-apart yards,”
salvage pools, salvage auctions, and other types of auctions, businesses, and
individuals that handle salvage vehicles (including vehicles declared a
“total loss”)].

These entities are required to report various types of information on vehicles; however, there
are some limited exceptions to these reporting requirements (e.g., certain types of recyclers
may not be able to identify VINs for reporting, junk or salvage yards handling less than 5
salvage vehicles per year are exempt from reporting).
NOTE:
All insurance carriers are required to begin monthly reporting of salvage/total loss data to
NMVTIS on March 31, 2009.
All auto recyclers, salvage yards, and junk yards are required to begin monthly reporting of
salvage vehicle data to NMVTIS on March 31, 2009.
Specific reporting requirements for Insurance Carriers and Auto Recyclers, Junk and
Salvage Yards can be found on pages 22 - 24.

To check if a business is reporting to NMVTIS, go online to:
http://bja.ncjrs.gov/nmvtis/nmvtis_who_report.aspx
Check Reporting Status
Select the unique NMVTIS identification (ID) number OR a business name (junk, salvage, recycler, or insurer) button and
then enter the ID number or business name into the search box. Click the search button to retrieve NMVTIS reporting
information. NOTE: You can only search using the ID number OR the business name.
SEARCH FOR

NMVTIS ID Number

Business Name

(Business Name search must contain a minimum of 3 characters.)

Search
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Auto Recycler, Salvage Yard, and Junk Yard Requirements
The Role of NMVTIS and How it Works for Auto Recyclers, Salvage Yards, and Junk
Yards
NMVTIS serves as a repository of information related to vehicles that have been in the possession of
auto recyclers, junk yards and salvage yards. This repository is then used by states and consumers to
ensure that junk or salvage vehicles are not later re-sold without brand information and to ensure
that VINs from destroyed vehicles can never be used for a stolen auto. Thieves use the VINs of
destroyed vehicles because they know that the true VIN will never appear again on the road and
because they know that if the VINs are reported to state motor vehicle titling agencies, there is a
strong likelihood that the reporting may not result in a flagged or retired record (also known as a
“kill title” report). Because NMVTIS reporting is mandated and because consumers and states can
access the information, the system makes it much easier to detect attempts to use VINs from
destroyed or salvage vehicles in cloning operations.
Although not required, NMVTIS can also serve as a tool for junk and salvage yards to check a vehicle
history for any reason before accepting the vehicle into inventory.
NMVTIS Reporting Requirements for Auto Recyclers, Salvage Yards, and Junk Yards
Data To Be Reported
Auto recyclers, junk yards and salvage yards are required to provide NMVTIS with the following
information on each vehicle received into inventory every month:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The name, address, and contact information for the reporting entity.
VIN.
Date the automobile was obtained.
Name of the individual or entity from whom the automobile was obtained (for USE BY law
enforcement and appropriate governmental agencies ONLY).
A statement of whether the automobile was crushed or disposed of, or offered for sale or
other purposes.
Whether the vehicle is intended for export out of the United States.

The Anti-Car Theft Act, defines junk and salvage yards “as individuals or entities engaged in the
business of acquiring or owning junk or salvage automobiles for resale in their entirety or as spare
parts or for rebuilding, restoration, or crushing.” Included in this definition are scrap-vehicle
shredders and scrap-metal processors, as well as “pull- or pick-apart yards,” salvage pools, salvage
auctions, and other types of auctions, businesses, and individuals that handle salvage vehicles
(including vehicles declared a “total loss”).
A salvage pool is an entity that acquires junk and salvage automobiles from a variety of parties and
consolidates them for resale at a common point of sale. Both the Department of Justice and the state
and local law-enforcement community are concerned that a significant number of these junk and
salvage automobiles purchased from salvage pools have their VINs or titles used to create cloned
vehicles, or otherwise make stolen vehicles appear legitimate. Such entities must report all salvage or
junk vehicles they obtain, including vehicles from or on behalf of insurance carriers, that can
reasonably be assumed to be total loss vehicles.
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Exceptions to Reporting Requirements
Auto recyclers and junk and salvage yards are not required to report any vehicle that is
determined not to meet the definition of salvage or junk after a good-faith physical and value
appraisal conducted by qualified appraisal personnel, entirely independent of any other persons or
entities.
Auto recyclers and junk and salvage yards that handle fewer than five vehicles per year that are
determined to be salvage (including total loss) or junk are not required to report to NMVTIS
consistent with federal legal requirements for automobile dealers.
Junk and salvage yards will not be required to submit reports to NMVTIS if they already report the
required information to the state in which they are located and that state provides the required
information for the junk and salvage entities to NMVTIS. Junk and salvage yards are responsible for
ensuring that the state is reporting the required information to NMVTIS.
No state is currently reporting on behalf of junk and salvage yards and these entities are responsible
for reporting the required information to NMVTIS using a third party data consolidator.
Supplemental Reporting
Because some junk or salvage yards may hold vehicles for several months or years before a final
disposition (e.g., crushed, sold, rebuilt) is known, some junk and salvage yards may need to provide a
supplemental or additional report at the time of disposition or within 30 days of the date of
disposition. The NMVTIS regulations do not preclude a junk or salvage yard from reporting the
disposition of a vehicle at the time of first reporting, if such a disposition is known with certainty.
Junk and salvage yards are responsible for ensuring the accuracy and completeness of their reporting
and for providing corrected information to the system, should the disposition be changed from what
was initially reported.
NMVTIS Reporting Requirements and State Laws
The Department of Justice recognizes that many state laws have differing requirements and
definitions of terms of such as “junk” and “salvage.” The NMVTIS requirements do not alter these
state laws and the state laws do not prevail over federal definitions and requirements. The
information reported to NMVTIS is not required to be used by any future state that titles a vehicle
included in an auto recycler, junk or salvage yard report. The NMVTIS reporting requirements do
not replace or negate any state reporting requirements.
Insurance Carrier Requirements
NMVTIS serves as a repository of information on salvage vehicles, including those vehicles
determined to be a “total loss.” This repository is then used by states and consumers to ensure that
salvage vehicles, including those vehicles determined to be a total loss by insurance carriers, are
bought and sold with full disclosure.
NMVTIS also serves as a tool for insurance companies to investigate vehicle histories.
NMVTIS Reporting Requirements for Insurance Carriers and Self Insurers
Insurance companies and certain self insurers must report monthly to NMVTIS on the junk
and salvage automobiles they obtain. The Anti-Car Theft Act defines a salvage automobile to
mean “an automobile that is damaged by collision, fire, flood, accident, trespass, or other event, to
the extent that its fair salvage value plus the cost of repairing the automobile for legal operation on
public streets, roads, and highways would be more than the fair market value of the automobile
immediately before the event that caused the damage.” The Department of Justice has also
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determined that this definition includes all automobiles found to be a total loss under the laws of the
applicable state, or designated as a total loss by the insurance carrier under the terms of its policies,
regardless of whether an insurance carrier retitles the vehicle into its name or allows the owner to
retain the vehicle. The determination that “total loss” is included in the definition of salvage is to
ensure that the reporting of salvage automobiles is comprehensive.
Insurance carriers are required to provide NMVTIS with the following information on
every salvage vehicle obtained, including total loss vehicles:
•
•
•
•
•

VIN.
Date on which the automobile was obtained or designated as a junk or salvage automobile.
Name of the individual or entity from whom the automobile was obtained (owner name or
lien-holder name) (for law enforcement and appropriate governmental agencies ONLY).
Who possessed the automobile when it was designated a junk or salvage automobile.
Name of the owner of the automobile at the time of the filing of the report with NMVTIS
(either the insurance company or the owner, if owner-retained).

DOJ strongly encourages insurers to include the primary reason for the insurance carrier's
designation of salvage or total loss in this reporting.
The report must provide information on all automobiles of the current model year or any of the four
prior model years that the carrier, during the prior month, has obtained possession of and has
decided are junk automobiles or salvage automobiles.
In addition, although not specifically required by the Anti-Car Theft Act, insurance carriers are
strongly encouraged to provide the NMVTIS operator with information on other motor vehicles,
including older model automobiles, and other information relevant to a motor vehicle's title,
including the disposition of such automobiles, and the name of the individual or entity that takes
possession of the vehicle. The reporting of this information by insurance carriers will help reduce
instances in which thieves use the VINs of junk or salvage motor vehicles on stolen motor vehicles
and will assist in preventing and eliminating fraud. The Department of Justice strongly encourages
insurance carriers to report such additional information to the operator.
NMVTIS Reporting Requirements and State Laws
The Department of Justice recognizes that many state laws have differing requirements and
definitions of terms such as “salvage.” The NMVTIS requirements do not alter these state laws and
the state laws do not prevail over federal definitions and requirements. However, as stated in the
NMVTIS regulations, a determination of total loss under a state law will trigger the requirement for
an insurance company to report a total loss vehicle. The information reported to NMVTIS is not
required to be used by any future state that titles a vehicle included in an insurance carrier report.
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System Access – FOR DMV OFFICIALS ONLY
The website to access NMVTIS is:

https://stateinquiry.nmvtis.aamva.org/website/welcome.aspx
User ID’s
User ID’s for the county contact person responsible for user access (Organization
Administrator) will be administered by WYDOT-Motor Vehicle Services/ Shannon DeGrazio
or Debbie Lopez. After the Organization Administrator has been set up in NMVTIS they will
be able to add new users in their county (organization). Upon the termination or extended
leave of an employee the Organization Administrator will need to go into the system and
deactivate a user account. No user ID’s or passwords shall be shared.
When NMVTIS use is required
Each county office is required to perform instant title verification through NMVTIS, PRIOR
to issuing a Wyoming certificate of title, when ownership documentation presented is an out
of state title or registration.
If NMVTIS is down it is WYDOT’s suggestion to contact Motor Vehicle Services (307-7774825) or Compliance and Investigation (307-777-4228) to have them run the VIN by using
other available resources.
System data and our use
After you have typed in the VIN you will be searching, the following are data categories that
present information:
Vehicle Search Record Summary:

Field Name

Description

VIN

Vehicle Identification Number.

Title History

The total number of current and history records found.

Brand

The number of brand records found.

Theft

The number of theft records found from the NICB
(National Insurance Crime Bureau).

Insurance

The number of records found from insurance companies.

Junk & Salvage

The number of records found from junk yards, shredders,
salvage pools and recyclers.
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Current Vehicle Title Information:

Field Name

Description

Rec Num

Row number in the Current Vehicle Title Information table.

Make

The manufacturer’s make of vehicle.

Model Year

The vehicle year assigned by the manufacturer.

Title Number

Unique set of alphanumeric characters for the certificate of title; assigned
by the titling jurisdiction.

Title Issue Date

The date the title was issued to the owner of the vehicle.
The jurisdiction (state) that issued the title document.

Title Jurisdiction

Title Transaction Date

Note: If a notation of “CSOT in Progress” appears next to the state,
NMVTIS is currently performing a “change state of title” on the current
title record. Do not process the transaction until this notation no longer
shows on the record.
Contains a code for the type of transaction that created the record (see
below) and the date the transaction was processed.
UA Online State New Title
UV Online State Change Title
UT Online State Change State of Title (CSOT)
15 Batch State Add of Title
16 Batch State Modify of Title
ZZ NMVTIS Help Desk added Title

Odometer Reading

The odometer reading. When the reading is unavailable, “EXEMPT” or
“UNKNOWN” may appear. “EXEMPT” means the vehicle can change
ownership without disclosing the odometer reading.

Until all states are providing data to NMVTIS counties will need to confirm the title being
presented for transfer to Wyoming is either the latest title displayed on the system OR the
issue date on the paper title is greater than the latest issue date displayed. If it is not the
most recent, please contact Motor Vehicle Services.
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Vehicle Brand Information:

Field Name

Description

Rec Num

Row number in the Vehicle Brand Information table.

Make

The manufacturer’s make of vehicle.

Model Year

The vehicle year assigned by the manufacturer.

Damage

The percentage of damage sustained based on each state’s laws and
regulations.

Brander

The name of the entity that applied the brand. State or Federal
government.

Brand Name

Name of brand.

Brand Date

Date the brand was applied.

Brand Description

Detailed description of the brand.

Any vehicle that was previously issued a branded title from any state, that is now required to
be titled in Wyoming, shall obtain a Wyoming title with the prior brand carried forward
according to W.S. 31-2-107.
Any vehicle brand information from this section should be carried forward as a brand on
any subsequent Wyoming title upon satisfaction that it is a legitimate brand from the
reporting jurisdiction. Brand information may need to be verified by the issuing
jurisdiction.
Any information concerning a motor vehicle’s status shall also be conveyed on any
subsequent title issued for the vehicle by this state according to W.S 31-2-103(a)(x) and 312-107(d).
¾ Information regarding the motor vehicle’s status may not be an official brand, but
should be conveyed in a different location on the face of the title.
¾ If information is available indicating the vehicle was declared a total loss by an
insurance company, but is not required to obtain a salvage title because it is past 8
year of service, “Total Loss” or words that that effect should be conveyed on the title
in
the
comments
section
or
another
available
space.
NMVTIS is meant to be a tool used in conjunction with other information
sources to confirm a vehicle is required to have a branded title.
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Vehicle Theft Information:

Field Name

Description

Make

The manufacturer’s make of vehicle.

Model Year

The vehicle year assigned by the manufacturer.

Theft State

Jurisdiction of the law enforcement agency holding the theft report.

Law Agency

Name of the law enforcement agency holding the theft report.

Theft Date

Date the theft report was filed or recorded.

Case Number

Law enforcement agency’s case number for theft report.

More than one match

Indicates whether there is more than one match on the theft file.

Purge Indicator

Indicates whether the theft record has been purged from the NCIC file (Y
or N)
Indicates whether the VIN represents a vehicle or part.

Vehicle or Part

V – Represent a vehicle.
P – Represents a part.

Vehicle or Part Type

Brief description of a vehicle part.

If a stolen status appears on the system please contact your local law enforcement office for
assistance.
Other Vehicle Title Information:
List of prior titles for a vehicle-see Current Vehicle Title Information for a list and
explanation of fields and the data contained in these fields.
Jurisdiction Contact Information:

For each state that has title information present, contact information will be displayed.
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Insurance Information:

Field Name

Description

Rec Num

Row number in the Insurance Information table.

Veh Salvage/Obtain
Date

The date the vehicle was designated “junk” or “salvage” (includes total
loss vehicles).

Vehicle Disposition

Describes the disposition of the vehicle

Vehicle Obtained
From

Name of individual or entity from whom the vehicle was obtained and
who possessed it when it was designated as junk or salvage (insurance
company, primary vehicle owner, or other business/individual).

Insurance Owner
Name & Address

Name and address of the primary owner of the vehicle at time of filing
report (insurance company or owner). Used to establish chain of custody.

Reporting Entity
Name/Address and
Contact Information

Name/Address and contact information of the entity who reported the
vehicle in inventory.

Insurance companies must report monthly to NMVTIS on the junk and salvage automobiles
they obtain. The Anti-Car Theft Act defines a salvage automobile to mean “an automobile
that is damaged by collision, fire, flood, accident, trespass, or other event, to the extent that
its fair salvage value plus the cost of repairing the automobile for legal operation on public
streets, roads, and highways would be more than the fair market value of the automobile
immediately before the event that caused the damage.” The Department of Justice has also
determined that this definition includes all automobiles found to be a total loss under the
laws of the applicable state, or designated as a total loss by the insurance carrier under the
terms of its policies, regardless of whether an insurance carrier re-titles the vehicle into its
name or allows the owner to retain the vehicle. The determination that “total loss” is
included in the definition of salvage is to ensure that the report of salvage automobiles in
comprehensive.
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Junk and Salvage Information

Field Name

Description

Rec Num

Row number in the Salvage and Junk Information table.

Veh Salvage/Obtain
Date

The date the vehicle was designated “junk” or “salvage” (includes total
loss vehicles).

Vehicle Disposition

Used to describe the current disposition of the vehicle. Can be “Sold,”
“Crush,” Scrap,” or empty if disposition not yet determined.

Export

Vehicle is intended for export (Y or N)

Vehicle Obtained
From

Name the vehicle was obtained from (primary owner or lien holder).

Transferred to

Name of entity the vehicle was transferred to.

Reporting Entity
Name/Address and
Contact Information

Name/Address and contact information of the entity who reported the
vehicle in inventory.

Note: If information is listed in the Junk and Salvage Information table the following list of
descriptions appears:

If the Vehicle Disposition shows crush or scrap no title should be made for the vehicle as a
whole. If the customer has used a part or parts of a scrap vehicle that has a VIN, please refer
them to the State Assigned VIN process.
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Terms and Conditions
Each time you log into the NMVTIS website you will need to check the box that says “I
accept the terms and conditions of this website.” Information on the system cannot
be shared with customers or non-government employees-make sure your
computer screens are not in plain sight for a customer standing at your
counter. AAMVA and the Department of Justice has recommended keeping print outs or
screen shots from NMVTIS as part of your titling back up paperwork.

Miscellaneous Information
Records on NMVTIS:
When a state loads the records, the vehicle can be any age as long as this rule is followed:
If the Model Year is 1980 or older, the title and registration have to be active.
If the Model Year is 1981 or newer, the title has to be active with no regard to
registration status
The Brand and VIN Pointer files do not contain data for all vehicle types. Included and
excluded vehicle types are shown below:
-Include: automobiles, buses, trucks, motorcycles, recreational vehicles, motor homes, and
tractors
-Exclude: trailers, mobile homes, special machinery, vessels, mopeds, semi-trailers, golf
carts, and boats

Consumer Access
Consumers can search NMVTIS by selecting one of the three approved providers listed
below. There is a small fee of around $5.00 for each record.
www.add123.com
www.checkthatvin.com
www.instavin.com
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NMVTIS Title Brand Codes
00
01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08

09

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Clear – No brand exists for vehicle.
Flood Damage – Vehicle damaged by freshwater flood
Fire Damage – Vehicle damaged by fire
Hail Damage – Vehicle damaged by hail
Salt Damage – Vehicle damaged by salt or saltwater flood
Vandalism – Vehicle damaged by vandals
Kit – A vehicle that has been assembled by combining a chassis with a different (non‐matching
VIN) frame, engine and body parts. Chassis VIN is used as vehicle’s VIN
Dismantled – Vehicle can only be sold as parts and not legally driven
Junk – The vehicle is incapable of safe operation for use on the roads or highways. No resale
value other than parts or scrap, or owner has designated vehicle as a source of parts or scrap.
Shall never be titled or registered. Non‐repairable/scrapped/destroyed.
Rebuilt – The vehicle was previously branded salvage, and has passed anti‐theft and safety
inspections, or other jurisdiction procedures, to ensure the vehicle was rebuilt to required
standards. Prior Salvage
Reconstructed – A vehicle that has been permanently altered from original construction by
removing, adding, or substituting major components
Salvage –Damage or Not Specified – Any vehicle that has been wrecked, destroyed, or damaged
to the extent the total estimated or actual cost to rebuilt or reconstruct the vehicle exceeds a
jurisdiction defined percentage of the retail value of the vehicle. Also includes any vehicle which
an insurance company acquires ownership to pursuant to a damage settlement.
Test Vehicle – Vehicle built and retained by the manufacturer for testing.
Refurbished – Vehicle modified by the installation of a new cab and chassis for the existing coach
which has been renovated resulting in a vehicle of greater value or a new style.
Collision – Vehicle damaged by collision
Reserved
Salvage Retention – Vehicle branded salvage and kept by the owner
Prior Taxi – Vehicle previously registered as a taxi
Prior Police – Vehicle previously registered as a police vehicle
Original Taxi – Vehicle currently registered as a taxi
Original Police – Vehicle currently registered as a police vehicle
Remanufactured – Vehicle was reconstructed by the manufacturer
Gray Market – Replaced by Codes ‘45’ and ‘46’.
Warranty Return – Vehicle returned to Manufacturer for breach in warranty
Antique – Vehicle is over 50 years old
Classic – Vehicle is over 20 years old and adheres to other jurisdiction‐specific criteria
Agricultural Vehicle – Vehicle will primarily be operated on private roads for agricultural
purposes
Logging Vehicle – Vehicle will primarily be operated on private roads for logging purposes
Street Rod – Vehicle has been modified not to conform with manufacturer specs, and
modifications adhere to jurisdiction‐specific criteria.
Reissued VIN – Chassis VIN has been reissued, i.e. the same VIN is reused.
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31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

51
52

34

Replica – Vehicle with a body built to resemble and be a reproduction of another vehicle of a
given year and manufacturer
Totaled – Vehicle that is declared a total loss by a jurisdiction or an insurer that is obligated to
cover the loss or that the insurer takes possession of or title to.
Owner Retained – Vehicle that has been declared a total loss by an insurance company but the
owner maintains possession and ownership of the vehicle
Bond Posted – The insurance company has issued a bond on the vehicle because ownership
cannot be proven.
Memorandum Copy – Title document is a fax title and not the active (original or duplicate) title
document.
Parts Only – The vehicle may only be used for parts.
Recovered Theft – Vehicle was previously titled Salvage due to theft and has been repaired and
inspected (or complied with other jurisdiction procedures and may be legally driven.
Undisclosed Lien – Vehicle has entered titling jurisdiction from a jurisdiction that does not
disclose lien‐holder information on the title. *Not valid after January 17, 2003.
Prior Owner Retained – Vehicle previously branded owner retained and was sold
Vehicle Non‐Conformity Uncorrected – A non‐safety defect reported to the jurisdiction by
manufacturer and remains uncorrected
Vehicle Non‐Conformity Corrected – A non‐safety defect reported to the jurisdiction by
manufacturer and has been corrected.
Vehicle Safety Defect Uncorrected ‐ A safety defect reported to jurisdiction by manufacturer
remains uncorrected.
Vehicle Safety Defect Corrected – A safety defect reported to jurisdiction by manufacturer and
has been corrected.
State Assigned VIN – VIN replaced by a new state assigned VIN.
N/A
Gray Market (Not in Compliance) – Vehicle manufactured for use outside the US and has been
brought into the US, vehicle is not in compliance with applicable federal standards.
Gray Market – Vehicle manufactured for use outside the US and has been brought into the US,
vehicle is in compliance with applicable federal standards.
Manufacturer Buy Back – Vehicle has been bought back by the manufacturer under jurisdiction
defined regulations or laws, such as Lemon Laws.
Former Rental –
Salvage ‐‐ Stolen – Any vehicle the reporting jurisdiction considers salvage because an insurance
company has acquired ownership pursuant to a settlement based on theft of the vehicle
Salvage ‐‐ Reasons other than Damage or Stolen – Any vehicle the reporting jurisdiction
considers salvage based on criteria such as abandonment, not covered by the” Salvage ‐‐Damage
or Not Specified” and “Salvage – Stolen” brands.
Disclosed Damage – The vehicle has sustained damage to the extent that the damage is required
to be disclosed under the jurisdiction’s damage disclosure law.
Prior Non‐Repairable / Repaired – A vehicle constructed by repairing a vehicle that has been
destroyed or declared to be non‐repairable or otherwise declared to not be eligible for titling
because of the extent of damage the vehicle but has been issued a title pursuant to state law
after falling within this criterion with this brand on the face of the certificate of title.
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Crushed – The frame or chassis of the vehicle has been crushed or otherwise destroyed so that it
is physically impossible to use it in constructing a vehicle.

68

Actual – The true mileage for the vehicle, The odometer has not been tampered with, reached
its mechanical limits, or been altered
Not Actual – The odometer reading is known to be other than the true mileage for the vehicle
Not Actual – Odometer Tampering Verified – The odometer reading is known to be other than
the true mileage for the vehicle due to tampering
Exempt from Odometer Disclosure – The vehicle falls within criteria that allow it to change
ownership without disclosure of the odometer reading
Exceeds Mechanical Limits – The odometer reading is less than the true mileage of the vehicle
because the odometer cannot display the total number of true miles.
Odometer may be Altered – The titling authority has reason to believe the odometer reading
does not reflect the true mileage of the vehicle because of an alteration to the odometer.
Odometer Replaced – The odometer in the vehicle is not the odometer put in the vehicle when
manufactured
Reading at Time of Renewal – The odometer reading was recorded when the registration was
renewed
Odometer Discrepancy – The titling authority has reason to believe the odometer reading does
not reflect the true mileage of the vehicle because of known previous recorded values of
odometer for the vehicle.
Call Title Division – The titling authority knows of some problem with the odometer reading that
it cannot print on a title. Titling authority will discuss the problem (Manual process) with
authorized inquirers.
Rectify Previous Exceeds Mechanical Limits Brand – A state other than the brander corrected
brand 72.
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Surrounding State Salvage Laws
STATE
CO

AGE of VEHICLE
6 Years or Less

ID

No Age Limit

MT
NE

Less than 5 Years
7 Years or Less

SD

Less than 7 years

UT

No Age Limit

BRAND REQUIREMENTS
Branded Title declared by owner or insurer, Hail
Excluded
Branded Title declared by owner as uneconomical to
repair or if insurer deems vehicle a “Total Loss”
Branded Title if insurer deems vehicle a “Total Loss”
Branded Title if insurer deems vehicle a “Total Loss”, if
vehicle exceeds 75% damage, or if owner declares vehicle
is salvaged.
Branded Title if insurer or self insurer deems vehicle a
“Total Loss”
Branded Title if damage to vehicle exceeds fair market
value or if insurer deems vehicle a “Total Loss”.
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SELF-INSURED VEHICLE

This Vehicle was owned by a company that
self-insures fleet vehicles that are leased.
The leasing company determined the
vehicle was not worth retaining based on
the extent of damage, and the vehicle was
sold through a Salvage Pool. It was not
declared a "Total Loss" by an insurer and
the extent of damage did not exceed 75% of
the retail value, so the vehicle would not be
branded Salvage.
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There is no record of this vehicle
in NMVTIS because the vehicle
was originally titled in Colorado,
was sold in Colorado, and retitled
in Colorado. Colorado does not
report to NMVTIS at this time.

39

NMVTIS Manual

BRAND RECORD - NO INSURANCE/SALVAGE RECORD
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There is no Insurance or Junk and
Salvage Information for this
vehicle because the damage
occurred and title was branded
prior to the NMVTIS Reporting
requirement for Insurance
Companies and Junk and Salvage
Companies.

41

NMVTIS Manual

SALVAGE RECORD - NO INSURANCE RECORD
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INSURANCE CLAIM LETTER:
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