In June 1876, as part of a three-pronged military expedition intended to
force Sioux and Cheyenne people onto reservations, General George Crook and
more than 1,000 soldiers set up a supply base in this vicinity near the confluence
of Big and Little Goose creeks. The U.S. Army was joined by nearly 300 Crow
and Shoshone allies.

On June 16, Crook marched to the headwaters of Rosebud Creek. On the
17th, Sioux and Cheyenne forces led by Crazy Horse and Spotted Wolf attacked
his column. Both sides suffered minor casualties. The Indians withdrew, and
Crook returned to the foothills in the Goose Creek Valley to await
reinforcements. This encampment, known as Camp Cloud Peak, moved often
due to the need for
fresh grass and
game. Despite his

N I isolation from the
g rest of the expedition,
Crook learned of

Il Operational forts.

Forts abandoned in 1868 under
the Treaty of Fort Laramie.
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Custer’s defeat at Little Bighorn. Crook was reluctant to attack the Sioux and
Cheyenne with inferior forces but also disliked waiting for help.

In August, Crook’s encampment left the Goose Creek Valley. The
encampment met briefly with General Alfred Terry’s column, which included
remnants of Custer’s 7th Cavalry. Crook’s encampment won a minor battle at
Slim Buttes, on the Sioux Reservation in Dakota Territory, but otherwise
trudged through the wilderness on the “Starvation” or “Horsemeat” March.
Troops suffered from hunger and severe weather, arriving at Fort Laramie in
September.

In the late 1930s, the nearby stone fountain was built to commemorate
Crook’s 1876 Campaign. For further interpretation, the Wyoming State
Archives and Historical Department and the Wyoming Historical Society
installed an interpretive sign in 1964. This sign has been transferred to the
Sheridan County Museum, where more information on this battle can be found.

Grand Council

Chief Washakie and the Shoshones, along with
Plenty Coups and the Crow, arrived at camp for a
“Grand Council” before the Battle of the Rosebud.
Sketch by Charles St. George Stanley, Frank
Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, September 2, 1876.
Courtesy of Marc H. Abrams.




