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Harney Street Viaduct

Introduction

SCOPING REPORT

The U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
and the Wyoming Department of
Transportation (WYDOT) are proposing
to construct a new viaduct and asso-
ciated connecting roadway over the
Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) to replace
the aging Clark Street viaduct in Lara-
mie, Wyoming. The study area stretches
from Park Avenue north to Curtis Street,
and from Pierce Street east to 4th Street
(Figure 1).

The project would respond to the find-
ings presented in the Laramie Transpor-
tation Study Improvement Plan (HDR,
2007) which evaluated the regional
transportation network and provided
recommendations for alternative align-
ments for the replacement of the aging
Clark Street viaduct. Additionally, the
project would be consistent with goals
identified in the Statewide Long-Range
Transportation Plan (August, 2005) and
the Laramie Comprehensive Plan (Au-
gust, 2007).

Figure 1 - Study Area
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Harney Street Viaduct

SCOPING REPORT

Purpose and Need

The overall purpose of this project is

to replace the aging and structurally
deficient viaduct currently located at
Clark Street with a structure and as-
sociated roadway that will provide a
continuous east-west cross-town arterial
to accommodate future transportation
needs in the City of Laramie and Albany
County. Thus, the implementation of the
proposed action should address three
needs:

= To provide for a direct east and
west transportation system connec-
tion that will be needed to serve
corridor traffic movements through
the City of Laramie.

= To provide transportation service,
increased capacity, and improved
functionality that will be needed
for the proposed project roadway
network and land use for the future
(2032).

= To improve operational efficiency
for bridge, roadway, and intersec-
tions, and pavement and safety on
the existing transportation system.

Recommended
Improvements

As described in the Laramie Transporta-
tion Study Improvement Plan, existing
roadway and traffic conditions along
Clark Street and the viaduct are cur-
rently considered unsafe for motorists
and pedestrians. The age and structural
deficiency of the Clark Street viaduct
prompted the City of Laramie (City) and
WYDOQOT to investigate the replacement
of the Clark Street viaduct structure
with a structure that would support the

future transportation needs by providing
an efficient connection between east
and west Laramie and an important link
to the overall local roadway network

in Laramie and the regional roadway
network in Albany County.

To meet the purpose and need of the
proposed project, a range of alterna-
tives/options was developed and evalu-
ated for a viaduct crossing the UPPR
and connecting with Harney Street at
an improved intersection at 3rd Street
and with State Highway 130/230 (Showy
Range Road). Figure 2 presents the
recommended typical section for the
bridge structure, elevated roadway and
ground-level road for the Harney Street
Viaduct project.

The removal of the existing Clark Street
viaduct, which would eliminate an
east-west crossing of the UPRR at this
location, is included in all Harney Street
viaduct alternatives and options.

The proposed project would extend
from 3rd Street west crossing the UPRR,
and then would connect with State
Highway 130/230 before Interstate-80.
Two general alternative corridors (Fig-
ures 3 and 4) were initially considered
to connect the project roadway with
State Highway 130/230; Alternative 1
would connect the roadway with State
Highway 130/230 east of the existing
Laramie River crossing, thus utilizing the
existing Laramie River bridge. Alternative
2 would connect west of the existing
crossing utilizing the McCue Street con-
nection but requiring a new Laramie
River crossing bridge.

|
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Figure 2 - Recommended Typical Sections
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Public Scoping Figure 3 - Alternative 1
Public involvement was conducted

throughout the development of this EA Legend

to ensure widespread public awareness Alternative 1 Area

of the project, to provide opportunities
for timely public input to project deci-
Ls0d

T

sion makers, and to be responsive to
input and demonstrate that ideas and
opinions have been heard, considered,
and addressed.

A public maliling list was developed

to disseminate information about the
project and to advertise for project-

associated meetings. To address
public involvement objectives, activities

Snowy Range

Pierce
0 ________———

included four public meetings, newspa-

per advertisements, and household de- W Sheridan
livery of meeting notices via postcards

and flyers. Public participants included ﬂo - == s
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Figure 4 - Alternative 2

Harney Street Viaduct

SCOPING REPORT

|

Legend

Alternative 2 Area

Pierce

property owners, business owners and

operators, and the general public.

Two public scoping meetings were
held at the Lincoln Community Center
in Laramie, Wyoming in early 2009 to
inform the public of the project and re-
ceive comments and concerns regard-
ing the project. These meetings con-
sisted of a Neighborhood Open House
Meeting on February 10 followed by a
General Public Open House Meeting on
February 11. The Neighborhood Open
House Meeting was held prior to the
General Public Open House Meeting

in order to provide the local residents
and businesses a first look at project
information. Flyers were distributed to
advertise the Neighborhood meeting
and newspaper ads were published in
the Laramie Boomerang newspaper to
invite the general public to attend the

Open House (Appendix A).

Both meetings presented the same
information in identical formats. They
were held in an open house format with
14 informational boards on display (Ap-
pendix B). Project representatives from
WYDOT and project consultants from
Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc., were
available to answer questions, discuss
the project, and accept comments
from the public. A total of 28 names
were on the sign-in sheet for the Neigh-
borhood Open House Meeting, and

43 names were on the sign-in sheet for
the General Public Open House Meet-
ing (Appendix C). Visitors were invited
to review the informational boards and
to discuss with the available project
team their issues and concerns with the

project.

Attendees were encouraged to submit
written (or transcribed) comments at
the meeting, or to submit comments via
mail, fax, or email. Eight written com-
ments and one transcribed comment
were received at the Neighborhood
Open House Meeting, and eight written
comments and three transcribed com-
ments were received at the General
Public Open House Meeting. After the
meetings, a total of 21 comments were
received via malil, fax, telephone, or
email. Copies of comments received
from the public scoping meetings are
provided Appendix C.

The Proposed Action was also pre-
sented to the Laramie City Council at
a February 10, 2009 working session
(See Appendix D for the PowerPoint
presentation). The presentation in-
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04/14/10



cluded information presented at the
February 10 and 11 public open houses.
Questions from the city council were
answered during the presentation and
written descriptions of issues/concerns
and comments regarding the proposed
action were asked of the city council.

Public Comments and Issues
Summaries of comments received at
the Open House Meetings, as well as
comments received via malil, fax, tele-

phone, or email, are summarized below.

= Community impacts to Westside
Neighborhood

= Safety of curved roads create
= Bicycle and pedestrian access

= Management of east-west traffic
without diverting 18-wheeler traffic
from [-80

= Impacts to wetlands and floodplains

< Displacement, compensation, and
real estate values

= Integrity of the Territorial Prison

- Wildlife habitat along the Laramie
River

= Disturbance of contaminated soils

< Visual impacts

= Access to businesses and residences
= Cost of alternatives.

= Connection to Snowy Range Road

< Impacts to the Laramie River
Greenbelt

e Historic resources

04/14/10

Speed limits

Rail service for local industries

School children safety

Agency Scoping

A list was compiled of relevant local,
state, tribal, and federal agencies that
would have an interest in the proposed
Harney Street Viaduct project (Appen-
dix E). A letter was sent to all agencies
on the list requesting input regarding
their issues and concerns with the proj-
ect (Appendix E).

Agency Comments and Issues

Eight of the agencies responded to the
scoping letter request (Appendix F). A
summary of the issues and concerns of

each is provided below.

= Wyoming Department of Environ-
mental Quality: While there are no

known environmental resources in
proximity to the viaduct, there are
a few issues: the Union Pacific has
a fueling platform enrolled in the
Voluntary Remediation Program lo-
cated just south of the project, and
to the north is the former Amoco
refinery location. Based on histori-
cal land uses, there is potential for
contaminated soils in the area.

= Wyoming Department of Environ-
mental Quality — Air Quality Division:
Comments provided information
regarding sections of the Wyoming
Air Quality Standards and Regula-
tions that apply to the project and
should be initiated.

= Environmental Protection Agency —

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT



Harney Street Viaduct

SCOPING REPORT

Ecosystems Protection and Reme-
diation: Advised to consider the

Clean Water Act Section 404, flood-
plain management, protection of
wetlands, and runoff, when devel-
oping the Environmental Assessment
for the project.

Natural Resources Conservation
Service: Based on the site location,
it is determined that there would
not be an adverse impact to prime
farmland or rangeland producers

in the area. However, because the
site would be disturbed, it is recom-
mended that the site be re-vegetat-
ed as quickly as possible to minimize
soil erosion and/or weed infestation.

Wyoming State Historic Preservation
Office: Historic properties are being
addressed for determination of
eligibility and preliminary assessment
of effects for the project.

US Fish and Wildlife Service: Com-
ments provided information pursu-
ant to the Endangered Species Act,
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and the
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection
Act. A list of species that could be
present within or near the project

area was provided.

Wyoming Game and Fish Depart-
ment: Wildlife resources within the
project area were identified. Project
developers were encouraged to
minimize impacts to wildlife by
realigning and extending Harney
Street to tie into the Snowy Range
Road east of the Laramie River,
preferably closer to Cedar Street
than the river. Consideration should

be given to avoiding raptor nests
and best management practices
should be employed to sediments
and other pollutants are contained
within the work area.

Department of the US Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE), Omaha District:

Dredging or filling of waters of the
US would require USACE authoriza-
tion.

1-6
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Harney Street Viaduct

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

W |
welcome

Please Sign the Attendance Roster

Tuesday, February 10, 2009
4:30 pm to 6:30 pm




Harney Street Viaduct

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Qpen Hotte

welcome

Please Sign the Attendance Roster

Wednesday, February 11, 2009
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm




@ Harney Street Viaduet Study Area

Laramie
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Snowy Range




Harney Street Viaduct History oi Project

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Viaduct Review Committee is formed to assist WYDOT with recommending a preferred

1997 location for a new or rehabilitated viaduct to replace the Clark Street Viaduct.
L 1998 Viaduct Review Committee recommends Harney Street as the preferred location for the
ate replacement of the Clark Street Viaduct.
2000 WYDOT initiates Environmental Assessment process to evaluate retaining the Clark Street
Viaduct or replacing it along the Harney Street alignment.
July 2000 Considering local plans, Laramie City Council adopts a resolution supporting the existing

Clark Street location.

Early 2002 » Environmental Assessment process postponed by WYDOT.

Considering the structural deficiency and design life expectancy of the Clark Street
2002 » Viaduct, City of Laramie and WYDOT decide to replace the viaduct with a new structure
either at its existing location or along Harney Street.

City of Laramie initiates the Laramie Transportation Study to establish a preferred
location to replace the Clark Street Viaduct.

2006

Public Meeting is held seeking input for determining a preferred location to replace the
Clark Street Viaduct.

Sept 2006

Laramie Transportation Study memorandum is submitted to City of Laramie
recommending a new viaduct be built along the Harney Street alignment to replace
the existing Clark Street Viaduct.

Nov 2006

viaduct at Harney Street.

WYDOQOT initiates an environmental assessment of the Harney Street Viaduct and

Aug 2007 associated roadways.

Laramie Transportation Study Improvement Plan is finalized to include the Laramie City
Council’s endorsement of a viaduct to be built at the Harney Street location to replace
the existing Clark Street Viaduct.

Nov 2007

July 2007 * Laramie City Council conditionally approves the recommendation that WYDOT build a

WYDOT, with City of Laramie endorsement, begins preparation of an environmental
assessment per the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act.

Dec 2007

Today * A Public Open House is held to obtain comments from the public.




Steps in the Process

We are here in the Process

Harney Street Viaduct

Environmental Assessment Process

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Scoping &
Data Collection

Develop
Purpose and Need

Define &
Evaluate Alternatives

A 4

Prepare Environmental
Assessment

|

A 4

Public and
Agency Review

|

A 4

Prepare Final
Decision Document

Activities

Public & agency meetings
Collect environmental data
Identify existing traffic conditions
Identify issues and concerns

Define future land use
Develop future traffic projections
Document need for project

Define initial alternatives
Screen initial alternatives
Define alternative(s) to be evaluated

Document alternatives considered

Evaluate impacts of reasonable alternative(s)
Select preferred alternative

Identify mitigation measures

Provide Environmental Assessment to
public & agencies

Conduct Public Hearing
Receive comments

Provide basis for decision

Commit to mitigation for impacts
Document decision

Address public and agency comments
Signed by WYDOT and FHWA




Harney Street Viaduct Water Resources
(Existing Road System)
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Harney Street Viaduct Parks and Historic Resources

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
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@ Harmey Stree Viaduct Existing Roadway Traiiic
(Average Daily Traffic)
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Source: WYDOT Planning 2009




Harney Street Viaduct Project Purpose and Need

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The purpose of this project is to replace the aging Clark Street viaduct
structure with a new structure over the Union Pacific Railroad at Harney
Street and associated roadway that will accommodate future transportation
system needs in the City of Laramie and Albany County. The Harney

Street alignment corridor and associated roadway are based on the
recommendations contained in the Laramie Transportation Study/Traffic
Study and endorsed by Laramie City Council. The completion of this project
should meet the following needs:

= Provide transportation service, increased capacity, and improved
functionality for the proposed project roadway network and land use in
the future (2032).

< Provide for a direct east and west transportation system connection to
serve corridor traffic movements through the City of Laramie.
- Connection to the East side of Laramie
-  Connection to the West side of Laramie
- Connection to West Laramie
- Connection to downtown Laramie
= Improve safety and operational efficiency for the bridge, roadway, and
intersections on the existing transportation system.
-  Correct bridge deficiency

- Increase roadway capacity on the SH 130/230 and U.S. 30 corridors

- Improve roadway safety on the SH 130/230 and U.S. corridors
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_@ Harney Street Viaduct

Alternative 1
Options A through (




Alternative 1

Harney Street Viaduct

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Alternative 1 - Option A

p
Legend
Study Area 13,000
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Alternative 1

Harney Street Viaduct

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
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Alternative 1

Harney Street Viaduct

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Alternative 1 - Option C
)
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Alternative 2

Harney Street Viaduct

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Alternative 2 - Option A
)
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Alternative 2

Harney Street Viaduct

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Alternative 2 - Option B
rLegend ) 11,000
Study Area 15,000
Proposed Alignment [~ Curtis ! ZZ {000
O No Through Traffic
North/South Streets Reynolds
2032 Traffic Projections
(Average Daiily Traffic) 8,000
\
24,000 4 ]
o 10,000 17,000 |
20,000
Harney
T
130)(230,
4,000 21,000
7 ® 18,000
5}
k3 g Clark
< g
= 25,000 |;?|201000
1,000 30 Grand
Snowy Range 8
19,000 Sheridan 2
—_




ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Harney Street Viaduct
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Alternative 2

Harney Street Viaduct

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Alternative 2 - Option D
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Harney Street Viaduct

Existing & Future Roadway Traiiic

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
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Harney Street Viaduct How (an You Get Involved?

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

= Get on mailing list (sign up tonight)
e Fillin comment sheets (tonight)
= Attend future project activities

e Contact Us:

- Tim Stark, WYDOT Environmental Services
Engineer
(807) 777-4379

- Steve Cook, WYDOT Resident Engineer
(307) 745-2113

- Bob Quinlan, Consultant Project Manager
(303) 820-5283

e Submit comments and questions
by fax: (307) 777-4193
by email: publicmeeting.comments@dot.state.wy.us

= Are you on the mailing list?




Harney Street Viaduct What’s Next?

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

= Ongoing public involvement activities

< Refine the purpose and need for the project
= Continue data collection and research

< Develop and evaluate project alternatives
= Analyze impacts of alternatives

= Prepare Environmental Assessment

= Public and agency review of the Environmental
Assessment

= Prepare a NEPA decision document
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Harney Street Viaduct

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
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WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
HARNEY STREET VIADUCT
NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

Lincoln Community Center
365 West Grand Avenue
Laramie, Wyoming

February 10, 2009

4:30 p-m.
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JEFF WILLIAMS: Jeff Williams, 353 West
Harney. Let"s get “er done. Let"s get “"er done. |
walk home from work. What you see at the top is
nothing compared to what you see underneath. Be
careful walking underneath there.

You know, I mean, I"ve lived there for -- oh,
jeez, lived there in December 2001, 1 think. You know,
of course this has been a topic of discussion since
"97. One way or another, looks like that"s the way
we"re going to go.

Let"s get "er done.

(Neighborhood meeting concluded at 6:30 p.-m.)
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CERTIFICATE

I, KRISTY R. HUGHES, a Registered
Professional Reporter and a Notary Public of the State
of Colorado, appointed to take the public comments at
the WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION HARNEY STREET
VIADUCT NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING, do hereby certify that
the comments were taken by me at 365 West Grand Avenue,
Laramie, Wyoming, on February 10, 2009; that the
proceedings were thereafter reduced to typewritten form
by means of computer-aided transcription; that the
foregoing is an accurate transcript of the comments at
that time.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my Notarial Seal this 16th day of

February, 2009.

KRISTY R. HUGHES, RPR
Registered Professional Reporter

My Commission Expires 07/05/2012
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XX
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Reading and signing was not requested by the
deponent

Unsigned; signed signature page and change
sheets, 1f any, to be filed at trial
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Rules of Civil Procedure.

Signed by the deponent with no changes
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WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
HARNEY STREET VIADUCT
OPEN HOUSE
Lincoln Community Center
365 West Grand Avenue
Laramie, Wyoming

February 11, 2009

5:00 p-m.
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DONALD FORCE: My name is Donald W. Force,
FORCE. |1 have property on both Harney and
Reynolds. 1 have been dead set against this highway
through the city of Laramie since its beginning. And 1
didn"t start at the beginning.

I did not bother to go to the final decision
at the city council to have Harney Street as the final
site because of the emotional crisis created by the
bridge that fell down in Minnesota.

Therefore, 1 am now exercising my privilege
to speak freely without repercussions about this
project of allowing WYDOT to put a highway from the
middle of this little one-horse town.

As 1 reviewed the material for the open
house, the first thing I saw was the overall layout of
the territory, which Is good because there are better
alternatives that exist on page 2 than the whole rest
of the book, but that will have to wait for another
time.

Page 3, the supposed list of how the project
came to be, that does not begin to cover the truth or
the history of the argument over the Lewis and Clark
exits to west Laramie, near the west side.

Many businesses have grown up around the

current area that used to be on University Street, now
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on Clark, and should have, many times, as voted by the

city council, been for Lewis and Clark to the west, one
way -- one way. Cost a lot of money now, but it would

have cost a hell of a lot less than when it started.

In fact, a public meeting at the school -- 1
don"t know the name of the school, slipped my mind --
public meeting at the school in west Laramie, the crowd
was positively associated with improvement of the Clark
Street/Lewis Street idea and the city council that was
present agreed.

Of course, they changed this shortly in a
work session that®"s not listed even on this history of
the project.

Page 5, 1"m glad to see the truth come out
about the McCue Wetlands because the concept that 1 see
on Alternative 2 is to bypass the businesses that built
up around the -- near west side to go on through this
wetland before it turns south out of the existing
businesses on Snowy Range Road.

So the first question I would have is why
Alternative 2 was ever even considered since these
wetlands are already known to be a real problem. And
if anybody did environmental assessment on that, they
would not let you go through, exclamation point.

Not only that, you are asking to run all of
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that traffic right through the Laramie River Greenbelt
on through the park on the old territorial prison and
old west park, as shown on page 6.

Beginning on page 11 for Alternative 1, A
through C and on page 12, 13 and 14 are the probable,
most useful alternatives currently listed. One versus
another is minor, depending on which established
business you cut through or go around. 1"m sure some
of the old-time businesses would prefer the alternative
on Option A, and | believe from the standpoint of
returning to town that would be shooting through Harney
Street. | also would much prefer alternative -- or
Option A.

The Alternative 1, Option B -- to go to
Option B you screw up some more businesses. You
further indicate that it might be a roadway to far
Centennial side of things, and | see a major important
change in Alternative -- Option -- Alternative 1,
Option C, which would probably be my second choice, if
push comes to shove, if push comes to shove.

Sliding on quickly to Alternative 2, Option A
through D on pages 16, 17, 18, and 19, these all are
dependent upon thrusting through the wetlands that are
nearby and on through the territory of the park on the

south to make a three-headed snake at the junction of
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McCue and Snowy Range.

I go past page 20 in a hurry because, in my
opinion, | see absolutely no advantage in any of the
Alternative 2 scenarios. They“re only dealing with
unreality.

On page 20 we get into the roadway versus the
bridge. The folks -- if you want my honest opinion, it
should be a set of twin bridges over Lewis and Clark to
be built sometime between now and the next a hundred
years. We can shoot for the 300th anniversary because
we"ve already missed the 200th for your engineers to
get something done.

I1*"m looking at pages 22, 23, and 24, and 1
must -- 1 would -- I would be remiss if I would say
that the alternatives and the delays over the years --
a lot more than 10 -- have cost the taxpayers lots of
money because somebody was able to nudge, push, and
shove this roadway to the center of University --
center of the universe, excuse me, and not taking into
account the needs of the city as it has grown.

The current disaster-land at 3rd and Clark
has been a continual nudge by the traffic engineers to
cause trouble for the poor working stiffs that run back
and forth across that bridge.

Page 23 is a great example of the
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long-range -- apparent long-range plan of shooting
Harney all the way from Alta Vista to the ailrport.
111 be glad 1 will not be around at that time.

IT you would have thought about it when we
still had the train track out there, we might have been
able to run a commuter train to Colorado, toot, toot.

I would also urge you to look north from the
proposed Harney/Cedar intersection and view that
beautiful structure, the old ice plant that sits over
there, partially demolished, not by somebody, painted
by everybody. Particularly in the graffiti age and is
the biggest eyesore in the whole city of Laramie with
the possible one or two exceptions.

I"m an old man now, and 1 know when I have
been outfoxed, outvoted, screwed around on this Harney
Street project.

Before I finish, | must return to page 6,
which gives a better overview of the current views --
better view of the problem than would be shown on
page 2. And if you look carefully in that prairie,
this is the old breeze field west Laramie -- or west of
Laramie, you will find a location on a knoll of a water
tank.

In order to meet the future needs of the

traffic In this little town, | have long contended that
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for everybody to have their thoroughfare from west
Laramie to east Laramie, there should be a road started
approximately at the water tank headed due northeast
over the Curtis Street interchange or nearby a little
further north, back in towards Laramie through 3rd
Street to 9th Street to 22nd to 30th and 46th where you
run into the aquifer problem. Anything less than that
is only a highspeed thoroughfare through this little
one-horse town.

One of the things that 1°ve discovered in my
research of this problem is that man who won the
national award of planning to divert and figuring out
how to divert all of the cars that are destroying our
cities, all you have to do is take a quick look at
California to get my message. That you can only travel
130 miles south of Denver to get the current picture,
and it wasn"t very long ago when the Daniels & Fisher
Tower was the tallest building in that town.

The man®s award came to him because he
decided that you should have blocked all these
highspeed thoroughfares through the middle of town and
make them go around years ago; otherwise, they will
continue to destroy your cities, whether we have to dig
up the abandoned foreclosed buildings and plant gardens

in them or not.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

I am reminded of one of my soil professionals
who was a wise old gent that helped me out of a
beautiful location for a national building in Madison,
Wisconsin. OId Emil Truoq was the original soil
scientist who, in fact, in the "20s started the
international soil science society in conjunction with
the Russians so that we had a good soil science society
throughout the 20th century.

And 1711 leave you with his advice, when
his -- he lost the option of putting the national
agronomy soil science building near the Mendota Lake in
Madison, he said, One thing 1"ve always learned to be
in life is Tlexible.

JON MADSEN: I just wanted to say we"re for
the very First alternative based on the reason that
that does not fragment the greenbelt by building on the
bridge or by taking roadways across it. It also looks
like it kind of uses the structures that are already
there, goes across the railroad tracks and then the
straight away and then hooks into the bridge that"s
already there instead of going out through the wetlands
and kind of across countryside that doesn"t have roads
in it.

And 1 know that 1 could have gotten on and

done an e-mail but this is easy for me. 1 think that"s
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it. The rest is a nice clear presentation. People
were very helpful.

But we"re pretty -- we use the greenbelt a
lot, and we"re friends of wild spaces, especially in
cities. And so that alternative is the best for us.

LYNNE LIVINGSTON: My concern is Arc built
all those new apartments. 1 live at 607 Clark, so it"s
right here.

I have a 35-year-old son who has multiple
disabilities. He works at Hastings, which is right in
the shopping center right here. And when he lived here
and walked down this street here to 3rd and Clark, even
though he"s walking on the light, people would almost
hit him when he was crossing because they"re turning
right on red. They can"t tell by looking at him that
he has a significant visual disability.

So when we had him walk down to Lewis and
when he tried to cross at Lewis and 3rd, there®s no
light. So then we had him walking down to Harney and
3rd and he got hit twice. Not hard enough to put him
in the hospital but it knocked him down. And it"s
because people see him and don"t realize he"s got a
visual deficit and think he®ll move, he can see me
coming, he"ll stop.

So Arc built these great apartments that are
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right about here. They are -- oh, let me see -- maybe
30 clients living in those apartments, maybe even more
than that, but there used to be a shopping center here,
the old Ideal shopping center, the Northridge shopping
center that they used to be able to get their
groceries, their prescriptions, that kind of stuff.

And a lot of the Arc clients live right in the area.
They closed that now.

The only place that they®ve got to go where
they can get there themselves is the Safeway shopping
center right here. They have to cross Harney to get
there. 1"m really concerned about pedestrians, but
especially pedestrians with disabilities trying to
cross Harney, and that"s where the living area is, is
on that side of the street. So I"m very concerned.

I do think Harney is a better solution than
Clark. I live right here so people would come over the
Clark viaduct in the big semis they"d get up to 9th
Street, they can"t turn because the streets aren"t big
enough to allow semis to turn up there. So | do think
that Harney is the better option.

But I worry tremendously about the people
that live at Arc trying to access the Safeway shopping
center.

(Open house concluded at 7:15 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE

I, KRISTY R. HUGHES, a Registered
Professional Reporter and a Notary Public of the State
of Colorado, appointed to take the public comments at
the WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION HARNEY STREET
VIADUCT OPEN HOUSE, do hereby certify that the comments
were taken by me at 365 West Grand Avenue, Laramie,
Wyoming, on February 11, 2009; that the proceedings
were thereafter reduced to typewritten form by means of
computer-aided transcription; that the foregoing is an
accurate transcript of the comments at that time.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my Notarial Seal this 16th day of

February, 2009.

KRISTY R. HUGHES, RPR
Registered Professional Reporter

My Commission Expires 07/05/2012
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Laramie City Council
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Appendix E:
Agency Scoping






THE STATE {30 I} OF WYOMING Dave Freudenthal, Governor

John Cox, Director
Department of Transportation
5300 BISHOP BOULEVARD CHEYENNE, WYOMING 82009-3340
March 20, 2009
NAME RE: Harney Street Viaduct Environmental Assessment
ADDRESS
Dear

The Wyoming Department of Transportation (WYDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), in coordination with the City of Laramie, are proposing the replacement of the existing Clark
Street viaduct over the Union Pacific Railroad. The purpose of the new viaduct is to replace the aging
Clark Street viaduct structure with a new structure that will accommodate future transportation system
needs in the City of Laramie and Albany County.

Jacobs Engineering has been contracted by WYDOT to prepare an Environmental Assessment for this
project in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act. The purpose of this letter is to provide
you early notification of the proposed project. In addition, WYDOT is soliciting your input concerning
this project.

As such, | am writing to request a scoping letter from your agency describing any environmental
resources or issues in the vicinity of the project that need to be addressed. A map showing the project
area is included for your use.

I would appreciate a written letter of response to this request by April 30, 2009, if possible. Please send
the letter to the following address:

Mr. Timothy L. Stark

Wyoming Department of Transportation
5300 Bishop Boulevard

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82009-3340

Please contact me at (307) 777-4397 or timothy.stark@dot.state.wy.us with any questions or comments
regarding this request.

Sincerely,
Timothy L. Stark
Environmental Services Engineer

Attachments






™ OF WYOMING Dave Freudenthal, Governor
John Cox, Director

THE STATE (g%

Department of Transportation
March 25, 2009

NAME RE: Harney Street Viaduct Environmental Assessment
ADDRESS

Dear

The Wyoming Department of Transportation (WYDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), in coordination with the City of Laramie, are proposing the replacement of the existing Clark
Street viaduct over the Union Pacific Railroad. The purpose of the new viaduct is to replace the aging
Clark Street viaduct structure with a new structure that will accommodate future transportation system
needs in the City of Laramie and Albany County.

Jacobs Engineering has been contracted by WYDOT to prepare an Environmental Assessment for this
project in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act. The purpose of this letter is to provide
you early notification of the proposed project. In addition, WYDOT is soliciting your input concerning
this project.

As such, | am writing to request a scoping letter from your agency describing any environmental
resources or issues in the vicinity of the project that need to be addressed. A map showing the project
area is included for your use. We have also included a recent Wetland Determination Report for your
information.

I would appreciate a written letter of response to this request by April 30, 2009, if possible. Please send
the letter to the following address:

Mr. Timothy L. Stark

Wyoming Department of Transportation
5300 Bishop Boulevard

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82009-3340

Please contact me at (307) 777-4397 or timothy.stark@dot.state.wy.us with any questions or comments
regarding this request.

Sincerely,
Timothy L. Stark
Environmental Services Engineer

Attachments






Harney Street Viaduct Environmental Assessment
Agency Scoping
List of Agencies (Preliminary)

Mr. Matt Bilodeau

Chief, Wyoming Regulatory Field Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

2232 Dell Range Blvd, Suite 210
Cheyenne, WY 82009-4942

Mr. Ruben Vasquez
District Conservationist
USDA NRCS

Laramie Service Center
5015 Stone Road
Laramie, WY 82070

Mr. Brian Kelly

Field Supervisor

Wyoming State Office, Ecological Services
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

4000 Airport Parkway

Cheyenne, WY 82001

Mr. John Corra

Wyoming Department of Environmental
Quality

Herschler Building 4th Floor West

122 West 25th St

Herschler Building

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Mr. Tom Buchanan
President

University of Wyoming
1000 E. University Avenue
Dept. 3434

Laramie, WY 82071

Ms. Mary Hopkins

Historian Review and Federal Consultation
Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office
2301 Central Avenue

Barrett Building, Third Floor

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Ms. Jackie Gonzales
County Clerk

Albany County Commission
Clerk's Office

525 Grand Avenue
Laramie, WY 82070

Ms. Janine Jordan
City Manager

City of Laramie

406 lvinson Avenue
P.O.Box C
Laramie, WY 82073

Mr. Doug Bryant

Planning Director

City of Laramie/Albany County
1002 S. Third Street

Laramie, WY 82070

Mr. Ed Ferrell

Director

Wyoming Game & Fish Department
5400 Bishop Boulevard

Cheyenne, WY 82006

Ms. Carol Rushin

Regional Administrator

US Environmental Protection Agency
Region 8

1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202-1127

J:\_Transportation\071702.305 Harney\manage\corr\Agency
Scoping\Agency Scoping List.doc







Appendix F:
Agency Scoping Responses
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Agency Coordination
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