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The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) administers Special Fransportation
Circumstances (STC) funding to Wyoming through directed funding from the Consolidated
Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) competitive grant program. FRA makes
this funding available through notices of funding opportunity (NOFOs), and the appropriated
amount of STC can vary by fiscal year. The State DOT is the sole recipient of STC funding,
as such, the Wyoming Department of Transportation serves as fiscal agent.

The overarching purpose of STC funding is to support projects that are part of an adopted
State Rail Plan and provide a clear public benefit, as defined by federal regulations in 49
U.S.C. § 22701(2). In Wyoming, all STC-related activities must comply with both federal
guidelines and the Wyoming Constitution, Article 10, Section 15, which prohibits the state
from passing any law authorizing the state to contract any debt or obligation in the
construction of any railroad, or give or loan its credit to or in aid of the construction of the
same. There are no exceptions to this requirement.

WYDOT prioritizes projects that are most likely to provide the highest public benefit while
meeting federal and state requirements. In Wyoming, highway-rail grade crossing safety
improvements, new grade-separated crossing projects*, and mitigation of highway-rail
conditions such as vertical profile issues are eligible for STC consideration. WYDOT selects
projects based on their capacity to deliver measurable public safety improvements,
particularly at the state’s highest-ranked hazardous crossings. Projects must also align with
adopted plans and studies, demonstrate strong community and political backing, and include
the availability of necessary matching funds. If sufficient funding exists, WYDOT may assist
local government entities in developing STC proposals refiective of these criteria.

In summary, Wyoming'’s STC appropriations must be used to fund significant safety
improvements at locations where rail intersects the public roadway network, and are not to
be used to provide direct financial aid to railroad companies. Entities seeking grant funding
for rail-related improvements outside of these parameters are encouraged to apply directly to
the FRA for competitive CRISI or other related funding; WYDOT often provides letters of
support for such proposals.

* Includes highway construction over rail as an alternative to an at-grade highway-rail grade crossing, including
expenses incidental to pre-construction activities (such as designing, engineering, surveying, acquiring
rights-of-way), and all work necessary for NEPA approval.



